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Victims Settlement Funds: Western Diocese’s Arch. Hovnan Derderian … Arch. 
Derderian is directly involved in the numerous acts of misappropriation of funds”  

Media Inquiry/Statement No. 2: Child Abuse … hush-hush money
“According to certain sources, Primate of the Western Diocese, Hovnan 

Derderian, ‘committed child abuse.’ . . .  However, at the last moment, the mother 
of the child must have received a ‘large amount of hush-hush money from Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian to remain silent and suspend the court case.”

Statement No. 3: Arch. Derderian expelled… for breaking his celibacy 
vows

“Arch. Derderian Expelled from Cilician 
Catholicosate in Lebanon for Breaking His 
Celibacy Vows.  He Was Caught in Engaging 
[sic] Illegal Sexual Acts”

Statement No. 4: Arch. Derderian gets 
caught in an illegal sexual act

“[T]he young Derderian’s mother re-
ceived complaints from other mothers for 
[the Archbishop’s] sexual pass at other 
boys…[and] decides to cover up his sexual 
tendencies by enlisting him as a young 
student-priest for celibate priesthood.  But 
he gets caught in an illegal sexual act.  He 
gets expelled from the convent.”

Statement No. 5: American judge de-
clared as ‘liars’ Arch. Derderian, pastor 
Manouk Markaryan, his son, Harout  

“[A]n American Judge in the Cali-
fornia Superior Court declared as ‘li-
ars’ Arch. Derderian, pastor Manouk 
Markaryan and his son, the Executive 
Director of the Western Diocese, Ha-
rout Markaryan.”  

Statement No. 6: Catholicos 
Karekin II, Arch. Hovnan Derderian, 
Arch. Yezras et al perpetrated treason

“Many are now convinced that 
the three former regime kleptoma-

niacs – former Presidents Levon Ter-Petrosyan, 
Robert Kocharyan and Serzh Sargsyan with Catholicos of All Arme-

nians Karekin II along with his clansmen such as Western Diocese primate Arch. 
Hovnan Derderian, Moscow’s Arch. Yezras have perpetrated treason against the 
Armenian nation.  Their treasonous acts range from acts of sabotage of Armenia/ 
Artsakh’s war efforts behind the front line, cutting off military supply by bribed 
Army general officers; corrupt army general officers’ unwarranted withdrawal 
of Armenian army units from strategic positions, old regime assets’ false pro-
paganda designed to demoralize Armenian frontline soldiers, to massive misap-
propriation of funds from Diaspora designated for the twin Armenian republics’ 
economic development and humanitarian mission.”   

Statement No. 7: Arch. Derderian misappropriated money from [Artsakh War 
I] Fallen Soldier’s Widows and Orphan Fund

“While he was the primate [of] the Canada Diocese, Arch. Derderian misap-
propriated thousands of dollars from [Fallen Soldier’s Widows 
and Orphan Aid] fund.”  

On October 6, 2023 Derderian had filed a complaint against Jabarian for 
defamation. Derderian only focused on 15 statements out of nearly 60 exposés 
made by Jabarian during the years 2015-2023. He left nearly 45 statements un-
challenged. 

On February 7, 2024 Jabarian filed a special motion to strike Derderian’s all 
15 statements at issue against USA ARMENIAN LIFE. 

On November 22, 2024, “after a hearing, the Los Angeles County Superior 
Court granted Jabarian’s motion, striking Derderian’s complaint in its entirety,” 
the court documents showed. They concluded “Derderian failed to show actu-
al malice as to the first six alleged defamatory statements, and the treason 
statement was nonactionable opinion.” The Superior Court 
Judge (Case No. 23STCV24374) granted 
the anti-SLAPP motion on all 
fifteen statements. The Court 
also ordered Western Diocese’s 
Arch. Derderian to pay Jabar-
ian’s legal fees.

On January 15, 2025, Derde-
rian filed an appeal. The Appel-
late Court documents show: “On 
appeal Derderian does not chal-
lenge the trial court’s ruling strik-
ing all nine statements as “fair and 
true report[s]” of judicial proceed-
ings under Civil Code section 47, 
subdivision (d)(1).  

The court documents also men-
tion: “Derderian failed to make a 
prima facie showing of actual malice 
regarding the child abuse statement.”  
It was further elaborated: “The fact 
the Western Diocese prior to publica-
tion sent a letter claiming the child 
abuse statement in the media inquiry 
were not true does not show actual 
malice. … The Western Diocese’s let-
ter denied the allegation and stated it 
had evidence demonstrating the state-
ment was false, but it did not describe or 
attach any evidence.”

On May 14, 2026, The Court of Ap- eal of The State   
of California issued an unpublished or- er upholding the California Superior 
Court’s decision to uphold the Superior Court’s granting USA ARMENIAN 
LIFE/Appo Jabarian’s motion to strike 4 out of 6 statements by Western Dio-
cese’s Arch. Hovnan Derderian. (Appeal Case no. B343954; Los Angeles County 
Superior Court Case No. 23STCV24374).  

Below is a summary of the fifteen statements that Derderian used in his Su-
perior Court Lawsuit/complaint against Jabarian.

SUPERIOR COURT GRANTED JABARIAN’S MOTION TO STRIKE 
ALL 15 STATEMENTS.

Statement No. 1: Embezzlement of Armenian Genocide Victims Settlement 
Funds

“The person behind the team in the embezzlement of Armenian Genocide 

IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT:

WESTERN DIOCESE’S ARCH. HOVNAN DERDERIAN 
LOSES COURT CASE AGAINST USA ARMENIAN LIFE/

APPO JABARIAN ON ALL 15 STATEMENTS
IN THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA:

WESTERN DIOCESE’S ARCH. HOVNAN DERDERIAN 
LOSES COURT CASE AGAINST USA ARMENIAN LIFE/

APPO JABARIAN ON 4 OUT OF 6 STATEMENTS

Please see page 11
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BY STEPAN PILIGIAN
THE ARMENIAN WEEKLY

I grew up in a small Armenian parish in Indian Orchard that required our limited 
resources to work together to function as a community. There was no time or tol-
erance for long-term disagreements. When you live in a community with a small 
local population, you learn to “count the house” at an early age. Would everyone 
show up for Sunday school this week? What kind of a turnout would we have at 
our May 28 celebration? Critical mass was a constant challenge. Everyone was 
cross-trained in the core work of the church to survive if a few people were unable 
to attend that week. As I look back on those years, we were a highly functioning 
community, and our anxiety was probably a reaction to living in a culture with 
limited resources. Living in that environment also gave us the opportunity to 
participate in a wide variety of responsibilities. 

Young people were encouraged to organize events and participate in weekly, 
labor-intensive activities such as setting up the Sunday school classrooms and 
cleaning the church facility. We also had the opportunity to develop public speak-
ing skills by offering greetings during community events and preparing for elected 
positions. It was under these circumstances that I was first elected as a delegate to 
the Prelacy’s National Representative Assembly in my mid-20s. The encourage-
ment I received from the elders of the parish gave me the confidence to overcome 
my inexperience. Having always considered myself a student of our journey, I was 
quite familiar with the history of the See of Cilicia and the establishment of the 

Prelacy in 1956-57. Fortunately, I was young enough that some of the pillars who 
laid the foundation of what we have today were present at the assembly. One of 
the elders in my community advised me to acquire knowledge to help our people. 
These were the titans of our foundation. My own father was there during those 
critical early years of building the Prelacy. I was fortunate to be 
mentored by several of these leaders, who helped me navigate 

THE INVISIBLE ENEMY: THE CASE 
FOR AN INFORMED COMMUNITY

 St. Vartan Cathedral, located at the corner of Second Avenue and 34th Street in 
Midtown Manhattan. (Photo: Armenian Church)

Please see page 14

DAY 1: FRI.  JUNE 5 , 2026 
In you, LORD my God,
I put my trust.
I trust in you;
do not let me be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
(Psalm 25:1-2)

DAY 2: SAT.  JUNE 6 , 2026 
Truly I tell you, this generation will 
certainly not pass away until all these 
things have happened. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will 
never pass away. (Matthew 24:34-35)

DAY 3: SUN.  JUNE 7 , 2026 
Rather, we have renounced secret and 
shameful ways; we do not use decep-
tion, nor do we distort the word of God. 
On the contrary, by setting forth the 
truth plainly we commend ourselves to 
everyone’s conscience in the sight of 
God. (2 Corinthians 4:2)

DAY 4: MON., JUNE 8, 2026 
Lift up your eyes and look to the heav-

ens:
Who created all these?
He who brings out the starry host one 
by one
and calls forth each of them by name.
Because of his great power and mighty 
strength,
not one of them is missing. (Isaiah 
40:28)

DAY 5: TUE., JUNE 9, 2026 
For all those who exalt themselves will 
be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted. (Luke 14:11)

DAY 6: WED., JUNE 10, 2026 
Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.
Even so, I will defend my own ways be-
fore Him. (Job 13:15)

DAY 7: THU., JUNE 11, 2026 
And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that he ex-
ists and that he rewards those who ear-
nestly seek him. (Hebrews 11:6)

DAILY HOLY BIBLE VERSES
PREPARED BY JACK NALJIAN



818.241.5777   ARMENIANLIFE.COM   June 5 - 11, 2026   ISSUE 2045   USA ARMENIAN LIFE MAGAZINE  E11

Statement No. 8: California Appeals Court judges 
award attorney fees to plaintiffs Petros Taglyan against 

Western Diocese/Arch. Hovnan Derderian et al.
“On June 28, 2023, California Appeals Court Judges J. Bendix, P.J. Roths-

child, J. Chaney unanimously granted an appeals motion to award attorney fees 
to Plaintiffs Petros Taglyan and his family against Defendants Western Diocese/
St. John Church’s Primate Arch. Hovnan Derderian and his spokesperson Arch-
priest Manoug and son Harout Markarian.  Harout Markaryan is the Executive 
Director of Western Diocese.”

Statement No. 9: Judges Bendix, Rothschild, Chaney join four previous U.S. 
Court judges confirming Western Diocese’s leaders as ‘liars’ and masters of de-
ception

“Judges J. Bendix, P.J. Rothschild, J. Chaney joined four previous U.S. Court 
judges confirming Western Diocese’s leaders as ‘liars’ and masters of deception.  
(In 2019, in the Court, Judge Hammock had found Arch. Derderian’s represen-
tative Pastor Markarian as ‘a liar.’  Apparently Markarian was ‘authorized’ by 
Arch. Derderian and the Exec. Dir. Of the Western Diocese, Pastor Markarian’s 
son, Harut Markarian to deny the written agreement with the church benefactor.)”  

Statement No. 10: Unanimous Verdict: Western Diocese’s Primate Hovnan 
Derderian et al knowingly concealed the existence of the written lease

“After a series of legal battles that started in 2018 (Cases No. B321087, 
B321605 [Los Angeles County Super. Ct. No. 21STCV38713]), the June 28 
unanimous verdict highlighted the fact that the “defendants (Western Diocese’s 
Primate Hovnan Derderian, Priest Manoug and son Harout Markarian) know-
ingly concealed the existence of the written lease, is sufficient to make a prima 
facie showing that defendants brought the unlawful detainer action for a wrong-
ful purpose, either to compel Petros (Dr. Taglyan) to pay additional monies to 
which they were not entitled, or to punish him for refusing to do so.”  

Statement No. 11: The benefactor’s declaration makes prima facie showing of 
animus on the part of the Western Diocese

“In the case ‘Petros Taglyan V. Western Diocese/Hovnan Derderian, Manoug 
Markarian’ the “defendants (Western Diocese) do not address the malice ele-
ment in their appellate briefing.  In their anti-SLAPP motion, their only response 
to Divine’s evidence was the conclusory statement that ‘Divine’s claim fails to 
prove the essential element of actual ‘malice’; an element that requires proof of 
each Defendant’s subjective hared or actual animus.’ The benefactor’s declara-
tion makes a prima facie showing of animus on the part of Archpriest Manoug 
and Harout Markarian, and by extension the entities they represent, the Diocese 
and St. John.”  

Statement No. 12: Court documents highlighted Western Diocese’s Arch. 
Derderian, his attorneys Brian S. Kabateck, Shant A. Karnikian offer no valid 
basis to strike the cause of action for conspiracy to commit malicious prosecution

“The court documents also highlighted another critical fact according to 
which ‘Defendants (Western Diocese’s Archb. Derderian Archpriest Markarian 
and their attorneys Brian S. Kabateck his associate Shant A. Karnikian, Esq. and 
others) offer no valid basis to strike the cause of action for conspiracy to commit 
malicious prosecution.’”  

Statement No. 13:  The Appeals Court Judges further clarified Western Dio-
cese’s Arch. Derderian, his attorneys Brian S. Kabateck, Shant A. Karnikian offer 
no valid basis to strike the cause of action for conspiracy to commit malicious 
prosecution

“The Appeals Court Judges further clarified that the ‘Defendants (Western 
Diocese’s Archb. Derderian Archpriest Markarian and their attorneys Brian S. 
Kabateck, Esq. his associate Shant A. Karnikian, Esq. and others) offer no other 
valid basis to strike the cause of action for conspiracy to commit malicious pros-
ecution.’”  

Statement No. 14: Judge orders Western Diocese Arch. Derderian et al pay-
ment of all court costs incurred by Dr. Taglyan’s

“Judge rejects Western Diocese Arch. Derderian’s, Pastor Manoug Markari-
an’s request and orders payment of all court costs incurred by Dr. Taglyan’s”  

Statement No. 15: Superior Court Judge: Arch. Derderian’s Western Diocese 
must pay all court costs incurred by Dr. Petros Taglyan

“In Oct. 2019, Western Diocese’s Arch. Hovnan Derderian and Pastor Ma-
noug Markarian were back in court to ask Superior Court Judge Randolph H. 
Hammock to award a reduction of payment to Dr. Petros Taglyan for the latter’s 
court costs.  The Judge heard the case (no. 18STCV02144) and issued a verdict 
reconfirming the outcome of a court proceeding that took place earlier in the 
year.  Arch. Derderian’s Western Diocese must pay all court costs incurred by Dr. 
Petros Taglyan.”

Below is a summary of the six statements that Derderian appealed in his CA 
COURT OF APPEAL case against Jabarian.

COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED JABARIAN: Child abuse allegations 
(statement 1)

The October 2022 publication included a heading, “Alleged Child Abuse 
Cover Up by Arch. Hovnan Derderian?” followed by the phrase “Armenian cler-

gy child molester?”4 Under the heading was titled a “Media Inquiry” directed to 
the Executive Director of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church, asking 
him to “confirm or deny the veracity of these allegations”: “According to certain 
sources, Primate of the Western Diocese, Hovnan Derderian, ‘committed child 
abuse.’ [¶] Reportedly, the mother of the child turned to the well-known lawyer 
– now deceased, Vartkes Yghaiyan, to initiate a lawsuit against the Diocesan Pri-
mate Hovnan Derderian. . . . [¶] . . . However, at the last moment, the mother of 
the child must have received a ‘large amount of hush-hush money[’] from Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian to remain silent and suspend the court case.”

 COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED DERDERIAN: Misappropriation of funds 
(statements 2 & 3)

The October 2022 publication alleged three statements about embezzlement 
and misappropriation of funds:

Statement 2: “The person behind the team in the embezzlement of Armenian 
Genocide Victims Settlement Funds: Western Diocese’s Arch. Hovnan Derde-
rian”; Statement 3: “Arch. Derderian is directly involved in the numerous acts of 
misappropriation of funds.”

 COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED JABARIAN: Statement 4: “Looting of 1st 
Artsakh War Fallen Soldier’s Widows and Orphan Aid Fund in Canada: While 
he was the primate [of] the Canada Diocese, Arch. Derderian misappropriated 
thousands of dollars from that fund.”

 COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED JABARIAN: Expulsion from seminary in 
Lebanon (statements 5 & 6)

The October 2022 publication made two statements regarding Derderian’s 
alleged expulsion from a seminary in Lebanon:

 COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED JABARIAN: Statement 5: “Arch. Derde-
rian expelled from Cilicia Catholicosate in Lebanon for breaking his celibacy 
vows. He was caught in engaging illegal sexual acts.”

 COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED JABARIAN: Statement 6: “[T]he young 
Derderian’s mother received complaints from other mothers for his . . . sexual 
pass at other boys. [His] mother decides to cover up his sexual tendencies by en-
listing him as a young student-priest for celibate priesthood. But he gets caught 
in an illegal sexual act. He gets expelled from the convent.”

 COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED JABARIAN: Treasonous acts (statement 
7)

The October 2022 publication also quoted a statement by Jabarian purport-
edly made during a television broadcast of USA Armenian Life TV: “‘Many are 
now convinced the three former regime kleptomaniacs,’” i.e., three former Ar-
menian presidents, “‘with [chief bishop] Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin II 
along with his clansmen such as Western Diocese primate Arch. Hovnan Derde-
rian . . . have perpetrated treason against the Armenian nation. Their treasonous 
acts range from acts of sabotage of Armenia/Artsakh’s war efforts behind the 
front line, cutting off military supply by bribed Army general officers; corrupt 
army general officers’ unwarranted withdrawal of Armenian army units from 
strategic positions; old regime assets’ false propaganda designed to demoralize 
Armenian frontline soldiers, to massive misappropriation of funds from Diaspora 
designated for the twin Armenian republics’ economic development and humani-
tarian mission.’”

During his tenure as an investigative reporter since 1978, Appo Jabarian has 
written nearly 400 exposés on various international and Armenian political and 
religious issues, leaders, and special-interest groups and a host of faith-based and 
community-based organizations.

His non-partisan approach has earned him a solid reputation as a respected 
journalist.

On international level his exposés have focused on numerous American, Eu-
ropean, Russian, Middle Eastern and other political leaders.

On Armenian level, his exposés focused on various Armenian political and 
religious leaders as well as nearly a dozen faith-based and community-based or-
ganizations without bias, favoritism or discrimination.

Jabarian’s exposés also focused on both Russian-controlled 
Holy Etchmiadzin Catholicosate (Headquartered in Armenia) 
and ARF-controlled Great House of Cilicia Catholicosate (Head-
quartered in Lebanon).

Since 2015, many of Jabarian’s articles served the same purpose: Bring to 
the forefront of public awareness nefarious activities both within Russian-con-
trolled Holy Etchmiadzin Catholicosate (Headquartered in Armenia) and ARF-
controlled Great House of Cilicia Catholicosate (Headquartered in Lebanon).

Blowing the whistle is an important tool for combating fraud and abuse. You 
blow the whistle. We will expose! Your anonymity is guaranteed!

Editorial Team
USA ARMENIAN LIFE MAGAZINE
HYE KIANK ARMENIAN WEEKLY

                           WESTERN DIOCESE’S ARCH. HOVNAN DERDERIAN 
LOSES COURT CASE AGAINST USA ARMENIAN LIFE/APPO JABARIAN...
Continued from page 3

See the 36-page Court of Appeal of the State of California document
on pages 4-9, 16-19. See related articles on pages 3,11,16-19
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the tricky waters of communal democracy. Their kind-
ness during those initial years of service significantly influenced my values on 
the importance of mentoring in our communities. 

The concerns of the church have not changed in the last several decades. 
Church finances, youth engagement, secular pressure and relevance in the diaspora 
have been top-tier concerns for many years. In one sense, they can be considered 
chronic issues and, as such, will always be prominent priorities. During one of 
the assemblies I attended, there was a passionate debate on the floor concerning 
the knowledge of future generations. It evolved into a mild indictment of our 
educational system, which offended some of the delegates. A gentleman from St. 
Stephen’s in Watertown rose and addressed the assembly with a perspective that 
quieted the forum. He used the term “functional illiterates” to describe both his 
generation and emerging generations of adherents who may participate in the life 
of the church but lack knowledge of our canons, protocols, structure and history 
to be optimally effective. He described it as a creeping phenomenon that would 
pervade our church if we don’t confront the issue. I was stunned by his comments 
and deeply connected with them. We were losing the generation that bridged life 
in Armenia and the rebuilt life in America. 

Generations born in the diaspora would have to be motivated and taught. Pass-
ing on functional knowledge to newer generations born outside the homeland was 
an arduous task left to part-time education and competition for their attention. The 
cost of failing would result in “functional illiteracy.” That day remains vivid in my 
mind because I internalized that participation in our communities is not enough. 
We must be filled with a foundation of knowledge so contributions can be assured. 
This challenge has become more acute with intermarriage in our communities. 
Whenever we discuss this issue, defensive-minded people offer examples of non-
Armenian spouses serving on boards of trustees or parish councils. My question 
is this: How equipped do they feel to serve the church, or are they made to feel 
like “outsiders” when topics requiring church knowledge surface? How often do 
we sponsor orientation sessions on church history, practices, customs, canons 
and protocols? In today’s environment, these should be held for all participants, 
whether they are Armenian or not. 

The concerns of the church have not changed in the last several decades. Church 
finances, youth engagement, secular pressure and relevance in the diaspora have 
been top-tier concerns for many years.

Substantive knowledge has declined, and our church is less effective as a 
result. It places more pressure on the local priest as a resource and can lead to 
disagreements when unintended ignorance is displayed. It is a sign of respect to 
reward commitment with the tools to succeed. Ignorance is not intended to be an 
insult. It simply implies a lack of knowledge. We need to place a higher value on 
the critical need for relevant knowledge. The lack of such knowledge has led to 
conflict, divisions and people leaving our communities. 

A simple example of conveying respect is how we greet clergy. The Arme-
nian Church has a series of brief and beautiful greetings that convey respect and 
warmth instantly. Greeting a married priest with Orhnetsek Der Hayr — “Bless 
me, Father” — or a celibate priest with Asdvats Oknagan — “May God be your 
helper” — sets a clear tone. How often today do we hear an adult say,”Hi, Der 
Hayr,” or “How are you?” I am not advocating this because of tradition, but 
rather it reflects the importance of the role of the priest in our church. We have 
all experienced awkward moments trying to remember the greetings, especially 
with celibate clergy, but maintaining simple signs of respect is how fruitful rela-
tionships are initiated.

Our family has been fortunate to experience the fullness of the Armenian 
Church in America despite the administrative division. It has given us unique 
perspectives by allowing us to participate fully in both the Diocese and the Prel-
acy. As noted earlier, the Prelacy has been my foundation of knowledge, experi-
ence and identity. Like many of my generation, we were blessed with parents 
who made participation in the life of the church a priority. The AYF offered us 
lifelong friendships and practical experience in interpersonal relationships and 
project planning. 

As a young boy, I was drawn to the history of the See of Cilicia. My father 
had a few books on its history. One of them contained many pictures with cap-
tions of historical events of the 20th century, such as the destruction of the See’s 
longtime seat in Sis, Cilicia, during the genocide. It continued with the difficult 
period when Cilicia had no permanent home until 1930 while attending to the 
homeless faithful survivors. A separate section was devoted to the Catholicoi 
serving the post-1930 Antelias period. I marveled at the strength, courage and 
determination of these leaders. The rebirth of the Holy See was a microcosm 
of the global Armenian rebirth during the first half of the 20th century. It was a 
story that all Armenians should hold close to their heart, yet that is not the real-

THE INVISIBLE ENEMY: THE ...
Continued from page 10

ity. One of the most significant impacts of our division is the limits it placed on 
our learning. Walls were established that prevented dialogue and knowledge for 
generations. The division here in North America continues, but the relationships 
have healed, and the overt hatred has been replaced with tolerance and respect. 
What remains is lingering ignorance.

We need to place a higher value on the critical need for relevant knowledge. 
The lack of such knowledge has led to conflict, divisions and people leaving our 
communities.

When our children were in their teens, circumstances led us to begin attend-
ing a diocesan church. I immersed myself in the life of the parish and eventually 
served several years on the parish council and as a Diocesan Assembly delegate. 
As a former delegate to the Prelacy’s NRA and Executive Council, I was able 
to observe and learn about the state of both segments of our North American 
Church. From a strategic view, I made two major observations. First, the prob-
lems of the Armenian Church in the diaspora are common. The content of both 
assemblies deals with the same issues: finances, youth, relevance and secularism. 
The second observation is that years of structural isolation have produced a lack 
of knowledge that is a loss for the Armenian nation. We replaced knowledge with 
misconceptions, bias and separation.

In 1991, the diocesan churches in America began displaying the tricolor flag. 
This decision was not based on embracing history but reflected acceptance of 
the flag by the newly established Republic of Armenia. It was joyous to see all 
Armenians embracing the flag, but it was accompanied by an air of superficial 
ignorance. The flag was a common theme, but the foundation of 
history was lost in the Diocese. This rich history, ignored because 
of unfortunate bias, was now denied to a new generation. It has 
resulted in a void of knowledge about 20th-century Armenian history for a sig-
nificant population. 

For many years, I volunteered to teach history at St. Vartan Camp, which 
is run by the Eastern Diocese. Taking advantage of warming relations, I was 
able to convey the history of the genocide and post-genocide era with con-
tent these children had not known. There were substantive discussions that 
reminded me that children have open minds and a thirst for knowledge. 
Included in the curriculum was material on the four hierarchical sees of the 
Armenian Church, including the See of Cilicia. In a small way, I could hear 
some of the walls crumbling down and being replaced by knowledge. Instead 
of viewing Antelias from the lens of division, we reviewed its iconic place 

RFI launches Armenian service, 
targeting youth and disinformation

Paris – Radio 
France Interna-
tionale has inau-
gurated its eigh-
teenth language 
service, opening 
an Armenian-lan-
guage newsroom 
on Monday, with 
a team of eight 
journalists and a 
mandate to reach 
young audiences 
through digital-
only content.

The new service will produce con-
tent exclusively in Eastern Armenian, 
the official language of the Republic 
of Armenia, and will prioritise social 
media platforms including Instagram, 
Facebook and TikTok.

“Armenian youth, like most young 
people in the world today, are ultra-
connected. Traditional media have 
been abandoned. So if we want to reach 
that audience, we have to go through 
social media,” said Astrig Agopian, the 
desk’s editor-in-chief.

The team’s primary aim is to in-
form, narrate the news and verify facts 
through innovative formats, drawing 
on correspondents based in-country.

Reporter Lilit Shahverdyan, origi-

nally from Nagorno-Karabakh, will 
be deployed to Armenia from the end 
of May to cover the country’s upcom-
ing legislative elections in real time, a 
posting she described as “a gift from 
heaven.”

Elections and disinformation
Those elections represent the 

desk’s first major test. Armenia has 
been at the centre of regional tensions 
in recent years following the conflict 
with Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, and the vote is already being 
targeted by a Russian disinformation 
campaign.

As in Hungary last month, the 
prospect of closer ties with the Euro-
pean Union is one of the campaign’s 
defining themes, and one Moscow has 
firmly opposed.
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1 Large Bedroom and bath. 
Conveniently located near the Media 

Center and downtown Burbank, 
across from the YMCA.  1 Parking 
space included. Laundry facilities.  

For showing by appointment, please 
call:

818-261-2486
____________ EVELIA G. (AKJ) 2043-2046

Completely remodeled 2 bed, 
1.5 baths apt for lease in North 

Hollywood’s Oxnard and Colfax area.  
Central air and heat, includes washer 

and dryer inside the apartment, private 
front yard. Section 8, OK. $3,200/

month.
Call Jack at

323-683-6852
______ JACK NALB. (AKJ-MG) 2036-2039

Two identical apartments for rent in a 
4-unit building at 11247 Camarillo St, 
West Toluca Lake, North Hollywood. 
$2,750/month rent. 2 bed 2 bath, kitch-
en with all appliances, living room and 
patio, 1 parking: Completely remod-
eled unit, very close to shops and res-
taurants, call 818-203-6521
____________ HRATCH K. (HZ) 2043-2046

WANTED: EXPERIENCED AUTO 
MECHANIC. A well established 
auto repair shop in Glendale needs an 
experienced auto mechanic. Excellent 

working conditions. Good pay. 
Call Eddy at (818) 321-2275 or  

Chad at (818) 241-2631
_____A-Certified/Eddy/Chad1845-UFN (AKJ)

LOOKING FOR BODY SHOP 
DRIVERS WITH GOOD PAY.

Tel: 323.816.5553
_HarrysAuto Collision-Ctr-Vic/Sogh #1891-UFN (AKJ)

TEXAS GAS STATION / RESTAU-
RANT NEEDS A KITCHEN HELPER 
that can cook. No english required, 
but preferred. Nice apartment and 
food provided, no transportation 
needed. Hours are from 9:00AM 
to 10:00PM. Salary $3000.00/mo. 
Available immediately.  CONTACT
ARTAK 213-833-8410 or 

NARA 806-808-5888
______Artakh/ASL Am.Super(AKJ).(#1918-UFN)

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE NEEDED: 
An Advertising/Marketing/PR agency 
in the Eastern and Western U.S. is look-
ing for an account executive. Generous 
advance on commission, part time/full 
time. Are you looking for new career 
and willing to learn and progress in the 
world of business and marketing? Are 
you self-driven? Excellent working con-
ditions. Good remuneration. Qualifica-
tions: English is a must. Russian, Arabic 
and/or Armenian helpful..

To make appointment email CV to: 
hyemediagroup@gmail.com 

or Call (818) 241-5777 
___________________HMG (AKJ_1975-UFN

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN 
WANTED

Call ALLA at 323-661-7162
__________________HYE_ph(AKJ_19??-UFN

2 bed, 1 bath house for rent in 
Hollywood, near Jons Supermarket. 

Close to shops and MD centers. 
The house is newly renovated, has 
parking, and is located in a gated 
property with security gates.Rent: 

$3000, gas and water included.
For more details call: KoKo 

424-323-3333
_______________ Koko - HZ (2033-2036)

A great opportunity to own a 
well-established shawarma restau-
rant in the heart of Simi Valley, Ven-
tura County. This business is known 
for its exceptional recipes, outstanding 
customer service, and inviting dining 
atmosphere. However, the true poten-
tial lies in an underutilized asset the in-
cluded hookah license, which presents 
an exciting opportunity for additional 
revenue. The restaurant features a spa-
cious 1,300 sq. ft indoor dining area 
that comfortably seats 20 guests, along 
with a 1,300 sq. ft outdoor patio that 
can also accommodate 20 guests. The 
patio is equipped with lighting and 
speakers, creating a perfect ambiance 
for evening dining or a future hookah 
lounge. With the addition of patio heat-
ers, this space could become a sought-
after destination for social gatherings.

Call Caroline
818.967.9626

Caroline Harabedian |  
RESC Broker-Associate #01791821 

@ListYourHomeSoCal
Thinking of Retiring? 

I’ll Help You Sell Your Business.

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS IN 

USA ARMENIAN LIFE
CALL 818.241.5777 or email: 

usarmenianlife@gmail.com

THE INVISIBLE ENEMY: THE ...
Continued from page 14

Armenian Mining and Metallurgy 
Assoc. Becomes a Member of Internt’l 
Council on Mining and Metals

YEREVAN — The Arme-
nian Mining and Metallurgy 
Association (AMMA) has 
officially become an Associ-
ation Member of the Interna-
tional Council on Mining and 
Metals (ICMM), marking a 
significant milestone for Ar-
menia’s mining industry and 
reinforcing the sector’s com-
mitment to responsible min-
ing, sustainable development 
and alignment with leading 
international standards.

Rohitesh Dhawan, President and CEO of ICMM, welcomed AMMA’s ad-
mission, stating: “It’s a great privilege to welcome the Armenian Mining and 
Metallurgy Association into ICMM at an important moment for our industry and 
Armenia’s development journey.

There’s unprecedented demand for minerals and metals and growing expec-
tations that they’re produced responsibly. AMMA’s admission to ICMM reflects 
a shared commitment to strengthening standards and meeting the needs of the 
energy transition without compromising communities or nature.”

Vardan Jhanyan, President of the Armenian Mining and Metallurgy Associa-
tion, said: “AMMA’s mission includes helping build a modern, responsible and 
globally competitive mining industry in Armenia. Becoming a member of ICMM 
is a major milestone on that journey. It connects Armenia’s mining sector to the 
world’s leading platform for responsible mining and provides valuable opportu-
nities to exchange knowledge, strengthen professional capacity and accelerate 
the adoption of international best practices.

We are proud to join a community that shares the vision of a modern, well 
managed mining sector and look forward both to learning from global leaders 
and to contributing Armenia’s experience to the global conversation.”

The ICMM is a global leadership organization for sustainable development, 
representing 26 of the world’s largest mining companies and 39 national, com-
modity-specific and professional associations from across the world. It works 
collaboratively with United Nations bodies, multilateral financial institutions, 
and international fora including the OECD and the Intergovernmental Forum on 
Mining, Minerals, Metals and Sustainable Development (IGF), to strengthen the 
contribution of mining and metals to sustainable development.

Guided by a strong commitment to responsible mining and open engagement, 
ICMM brings together industry and global stakeholders to advance high stan-
dards of environmental, social, and governance performance across the sector.

AMMA’s membership reflects a continued commitment to advancing respon-
sible mining practices in Armenia and further aligning the sector with interna-
tionally recognized standards and global best practice.

OFFICE CLERK AND FRONT 
DESK RECEPTIONIST 

(with a min. of 2 years of work exp.)
NEEDED IN DENTAL CLINIC. 

Fluent in Armenian - English,
basic computer skills. Send resume 

to Saryandental@gmail.com 
or call ANNA
818-543-0707

____Saryan Dental Clinic (AKJ) 1793-UFN

in Armenian Church history. It is, and 
remains, an Armenian treasure.

Why is it that we often approach our history with tainted lenses? The See of 
Cilicia has been a revered center of spiritual and intellectual leadership for cen-
turies. It was the seat of the Catholicos of All Armenians until political circum-
stances permitted its return to Etchmiadzin. It is a functioning part of the soul of 
the Armenian Church, producing such brilliant leaders as Karekin I Hovsepian 
and Karekin II Sarkissian. Their leadership in ecumenical relations and publica-
tions is renowned, yet it is shocking to know how little functional knowledge of 
the Great House of Cilicia exists in the Diocese outside of the clergy. In many 
cases, we have rejected knowledge and embraced ignorance. Although to a far 
lesser degree, the reverse is true. Many Armenians in the Prelacy and Diocese 
know Etchmiadzin. This dilemma has two main causes.

We don’t teach our history, particularly our modern history. 
This observation is based on decades in classrooms, camps and 
retreats. The other factor is that history in general, although a 
key component of identity, is not emphasized in American soci-
ety. Ignorance weakens our roots and withers our identity. This 
is a gift that we give to children for them to sustain their identity. 
Choose knowledge over ignorance.



E16  USA ARMENIAN LIFE MAGAZINE   ISSUE 2045  June 5 - 11, 2026   ARMENIANLIFE.COM   818.241.5777



818.241.5777   ARMENIANLIFE.COM   June 5 - 11, 2026   ISSUE 2045   USA ARMENIAN LIFE MAGAZINE  E17



E18  USA ARMENIAN LIFE MAGAZINE   ISSUE 2045  June 5 - 11, 2026   ARMENIANLIFE.COM   818.241.5777



818.241.5777   ARMENIANLIFE.COM   June 5 - 11, 2026   ISSUE 2045   USA ARMENIAN LIFE MAGAZINE  E19

UFC lightweight con-
tender Arman Tsaruky-
an has spoken about his 
plans for his next fight 
and confirmed that he 
expects to compete for 
the title in the coming 
months.

Speaking on his 
YouTube channel, Tsar-
ukyan said that his next 
bout should be a cham-
pionship fight and will 

most likely take place in September in Los Angeles.
“My next fight is the title fight, which is probably in September in L.A. But 

I’m also the backup for the White House, too, if someone pulls out or gets hurt... 
I may fight him again,” Tsarukyan said, referring to a possible rematch with 
Charles Oliveira.

Tsarukyan is currently ranked No. 2 in the UFC lightweight division. The 
only fighter ahead of him is interim champion Justin Gaethje, who is scheduled 
to unify the belt with reigning champion Ilia Topuria on June 14 in the main event 
of UFC Freedom 250. Tsarukyan will serve as the official backup fighter in case 
the main event falls through.

Tsarukyan has already faced Oliveira at UFC 300, where he defeated the 
former UFC champion by split decision. Since then, the Brazilian has returned to 
winning ways and claimed the BMF title after a dominant grappling performance 
against Max Holloway at UFC 326.

Arman, meanwhile, remains one of the leading contenders for a UFC light-
weight title shot. His winning streak in MMA has reached five fights, with his 
latest victories coming against Charles Oliveira and Dan Hooker.

Tsarukyan has also stayed active outside the Octagon. Recently, he competed 
at the RAF 9 freestyle wrestling event, where he earned an early win over Keelon 
Jimison.

As a result, several scenarios remain possible for the Armenian fighter in 
the near future: stepping in as a replacement on June 14, fighting for the title in 
September, or facing Charles Oliveira again in a rematch that could once again 
become a key bout on the road to the UFC belt.

The 2026 European Women’s Chess 
Championship has kicked off in Ba-
tumi, Georgia.

Sixteen chess players from Arme-
nia are participating.

Mariam Mkrtchyan, Lilit Mkrtchi-
an, Polina Kobak, and Nvard Hayra-
petyan won the first round.

Elina Danielian, Sona Krkyashary-
an, Ani Avetisyan, and Anna Khacha-
tryan earned half a point.

Anahit Mkrtchyan, Anahit Murady-
an, Ani Nahapetyan, Kiti Nadanyan,

Mane Gharibyan, Lilia Danielyan, 
Tamara Manukyan, and Lida Xing lost. 
The championship will be played over 
11 rounds in a Swiss system format.  

Arman Tsarukyan Vs. Charles 
Oliveira rematch

European Women’s Chess Championship: 
Team Armenia results in 1st round

Armenia launches record-breaking military 
sports relay across the country
The Armenian Min-
istry of Defense 
has kicked off the 
largest military-
sports relay in the 
history of the na-
tion’s armed forces.
Covering 1,450 km 
across the entire 
country, the event—
dedicated to Mili-
tary Sports Day—
was launched with 
a ceremonial start at 
the Defense Minis-
try’s headquarters in Yerevan, the Defense Ministry said in a statement. Chief of 
the General Staff of the Armed Forces, Lieutenant General Edward Asryan, deliv-
ered greetings to the participants on behalf of Defense Minister Suren Papikyan. 
The relay race will conclude on May 27.
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