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A REPORT BY ARMENIAN CHURCH REFORM
UPDATED AS NEW FACTS AND EVIDENCE COME TO LIGHT.
MONDAY AUG. 12, 2019

1) ARCH. DERDERIAN HAS BROKEN HIS CELIBACY VOWS Conspl
CAUGHT IN ENGAGING SEXUAL ACTS of Western Diocese By-Laws at 2016
Read article inissue #1671, Apr., 5, 2019: Assembly in Las Vegas?
Sexand Hovnan Derderian: As a Celibate Priest, Derderian has BY APPO J
mmmm;m! i life com 201 9208
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ISSUE 1690 AUGUST 16-22, 2019 USA ARMENIAN LIFE o

wenty-Plus Reasons
Hovnan Derderian’s Time Has Oome to End

EDLY mmﬁm
DIOCESE'S BY-LAWS

Read am'clcin ssue #1675, May., 3, 2019:
Did Joseph Kanimian, Esq., Adrienne
Krikorian, Esq., Arch. Derderian

mmu«r\mumw>

2) ARCH. DERDERIAN'S PRESENCE ON THE ALTAR IS DES-
ECRATION OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH; AND BLASPHEMY
TO CHRISTIAN RELIGION. PREACHING GODLY LOVE WHILE
e e cnmsrmsmerm e - DOING EVIL DEEDS
Y reeem= Read article in issue #1643, Sep., 21,
m_‘.J_F' SR Nin
PREACH WATER, BUT DRINK WiNE:  Armenian Church Must B d

THE TWO-FACED MORALITY Fromin-House Charlatans
Masquerading as Spiritual
Leaders

BY APPO JABARIAN
Mt armerianiif som/ 20 19,02/12
i chich b feomn-

Read article in issue #1669, Mar., 22,
2019, page

El:
mucn WATER, BUT
DRINK WINE:
THE TWO-FACED

. MORALITY
BY Z. 5. ANDREW DEMIRDJIAN,
PH.D.
[ iffe com 201901 28 prrcach bt drink
Read article inissue #1671, Apr., 5, 2019:
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3) SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE HAMMOCK DETERMINES GROSS
MISREPRESENTATION OF ARCH. HOVNAN DERDERIAN,
PASTOR MARKARYAN AND HAROUT MARKARYAN UNDER
0ATH. DENIES COURT MOTION OF WEST-

ERN D B B AN TS

JUDGE ORDERS WESTERN DIOCESE TO m J;&‘-'
PAY ALL LEGAL COSTS.

Readarticle inissue #1678, May., 24, 2019:
FORGERY, FRAUD PERPETRATED BY
WESTERN DIOCESE'S ARCH. HOVNAN

5) WHILE SERVING IN CANADA AS PRIMATE, ARCH.
DERDERIAN SWINDLES MONEY OUT OF THE CHAKMAKIAN
FUND SET UP TO HELP THE NEEDY SINGLE MOTHERS AND
CHILDREN IN ARMENIA AND ARTSAKH
Readarticleinissue #1670, Mar., 29, 20019:
SOME FACTS ABOUT HWNAH DERDERIHN
BY CHRIS ¢ AN, A CC
6) ILLEGITIMATE DMNG'I.I.EEA.I. FIRING OF
INNOCENT PRIESTS WHO DO NOT WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN
mmmnm
Read article in issue #1667, Mar.. 8, 2019, pages 1. and 4-5:
- DENMARK ISN'T THE ONLY PLACE WHENE SOMETHING IS
ROTTEN: Facts About the Relationship Between the 5t. John
Garabed Trust Committee and the Diocese/Primate
- WHAT REALLY HAS TRANSPIRED AT ST. JOHN GARABED AR-
MENIAN CHURCH OF SAN DIEGO? — A SIJMMM{‘I"

g 2019011 2 idramark -

Read articlein issue #1679, \llay 31,2009:
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7) ARCH. DERDERIAN'S WESTERN DIOCESE LACKS TRANS-
PARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Readartichein issue #1688, Aug., 2, 2019, page E4:

ARMENIAN CHURCH REFORM notes that it is not a secret that Hovean
Derderian operates under a non-transparency policy al the Western Diocese.
See press release facts page. We would like to forewarn the public to demand
a certified andit, preferable from ome of the major sccounting firms like KPMG

before making any further donations. KPMG should pay special attention of
the management of various funds, especially the “Endowment Fund™,

8) ARCH. DERDERIAN: A DECEPTIVE RELIGIOUS LEADER
AND AMASTER CON ARTIST.

Read articlein issue #1670, Mar., 29, 201%:
SOME FACTS ABOUT HOVNAN DERDERIAN

BY CHRIS me AOUNGERNED Gmﬂl ARMENIAN

Rudurl\k’v inissucs #1663, Feb,, ,2019,

#1669, Mar,, 22, 2019, 1673, Apr., 19,2019:
ANATIONAL SCANDAL!
Corrupted H ManukMarkar
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Twenty-Plus Reasons Why
Hovnan Derderian’s Time Has Come to End

= WHAT REALLY HAS TRANSPIRED AT 5T. JOHN GARABED AR-
MENIAN CHURCH OF SAN DIEGO? — A SUMMAR‘\"

UNSUSPECTING BEN| INTO
BUSINESS DEALS INTENDED TO DECEIVE AND DEFRAUD THEM
Readanicle inissue #1680, June., 7, 2019:
Motion For A New Trial Filed By Western Diocese
Accuses Judge For “Siding" With Taglyan
BY APPO JABARIAN

bop e armaianiify com 29 19 960 T
foressbmg-sihanghoun-doncd
Rwdlnwlunisswtlw’ June., ZI 2019:
Ar 's Proposal
fnrhrﬂdpul'lnn in a Multi-Million Joint Venlure
BY APPO JABARIAN
bapilwn I 'moh 21 - e peopemal £

2. yEmIurs:

Scekssue 1685, July., 12,2019:
Wha Aladi

g B com 092 N what-hapy o » o

-l pms-of-dolary Read article in issue #1679, May., 31, 2019:

9) ARCH. DERDERIAN’S MODUS OPERANDI: TO LURE Clergy Held Arch Serdoriast
gy rwww armondanli fo.com 20190892 clongy-held-bostag: fesd "

Ricad article in issue #1670, Mar., 29, 2019:

SOME FACTS ABOUT HOVNAN DERDERIAN
BY CHRIS CHAKMAKIAN, A CONCERNED CANADIAN ARMENIAN

[ i e o 201901

11) ARCH.DERDERIAN: HEIS e e
VENGEFUL AND VINDI

TOINNOCENT CLERGY,
BENEFACTORS,
OF THE CHURCH.
Readarticlein issue# 1689, Aug. 9, 201%:
REVENGE SWEET GE
BY Z S. ANDREW DEMIRDJIAN

— L
=== Cafteringal the Western Diocese?
iz owwe armrcn andfecom 2019 0713 b
dhogene!

Seelsswe 1685, July., 12,20019:
LEGAL WAR OF ATTRITION
AGAINST AN INNOCENT TENANT:
ALAVIIAN CATERING AT THE
WESTERN DIOCESE

[ 2019071 Mggal-war.
s T *

SR AL LU
Secissue 1672, Apr., 12.201%:

What really happened in the
2019 “S1. John

Armenian Church/ Western

Seeisuet 1667, Mar., 8, 2019
- DENMARK ISN'T THE ONLY
PLACE WHERE SOMETHING I5
ROTTEN
- WHAT REALLY HAS TRAN- -
SPIRED AT ST. JOHN GARABED ARM ENIA.N CHIJRCH OF s.m
DIEGO? — A SUMMARY

. AamIn

\matg

Read articlein issue | 685, July., 12, 2019:
LEGAL WAR OF ATTRITION AGAINST AN INNOCENT TENANT:
ALAVJIAN CATERING AT THE WESTERN DIOCESE
e AR AOmIR1R07 1) egal I
CRRETIAR A o £ BT Rt

Read articlein ssve 1672, Apr., 12, 2019:
What really happened in 2019 court case *St. John Armenian
Church/ Western Diocese Vs. Pelms I'Imn"'

bepowww armcesanife com 2019.04°20 'y
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Readmllclemume 1673, Ape., 19, ml'}-

'lwwnﬁnm!hximm mwmwmwmum'
| BY APPO JABARIAN

bap com/T0IHBIE .

thghyun-comples. frem-2003-40-201 9. wihat Rapponcd-since-200 1.
TRUTH VS, LIES: Western Diocese Press Release Shows NO
TRANSPARENCY
[
10) ARCH.DERDERIAN HAS nlmmmm FUNDS
'AND/OR PROPERTIES.

Mi: Tati fands and'or properties in San Diego and Los Angeles along
with other parishes in Western ULS. Also in Canada.

Readanicle inisswe #1663, Mar., 15,2019:
- DENMARK ISN'T THE ONLY PLACE WHERE SOMETHING IS
ROTTEN: Facts About the Relationship Between the 5t. John
Garabed Trust Committee and the Diocese/Primate

e

20190430 .

Read articlein issues 1673, Apr., 19, 2019:
" . DioceseTaglh
Complex from 2003 to 2019 Whal happened since 2003!

BY APPO JABARIAN
g www armcrannli S com 2 017
Loa — » 2601
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Read article in issue #1666:
Ellis Island Medal of Honor officials rejectH 'S
request to strip Appo Jabarian of his award ...

ey i henan
o aturan of by amand & vt of the £ srmemlm: Wovder of spvoch a2 e

OF ARCHENEMIES
TURKISH GREY

WOLVES, ON ANTI-ARMENIAN TURKISH PROTOCOLS, PLUS
OTHER CRIMINALS

Read article, soe photos in issuc #1681, June., 14, ZDW,%“ Ed
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Cont'd. from p. E3

- ARCH. DERDERIAN: A COLLABORATOR ON ANTI-ARMENIA
TURKISH PROTOCOLS
- ARCH. DERDERIAN'S “TURKISH GREY

WOLVES” CONNECTION
= MERUZHAN HARTENIANASSASSINATED:
International Money Launderer - Drug Traflicker
Diocesan Council Chair Handpicked Irrl(nmldnll

2018

et som 20| 206 ) hresk

13) OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE. CONTEMPT TO CHURCH
PARISHIONERS AND ARMENIAN COMMUNITY.

Read article in issue #1668, Mar, 15, 2019 Pages El-6:

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS SHOULDN'T ALWAYS STAY IN VE-
GAS: ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE ON THE 89TH ANNUAL ASSEM-
BLY OF THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF
NORTH AMERICA CONVENED ON FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2016 AT THE
ARMENIAN CHURCH OF LAS VEGAS.

botp s £ 701 91T Vbt By by

14) SERIES OF DEATH THREATS AGAINST PEACEFUL DEM-
ONSTRATORS, DETRACTORS INCLUDING JOURNALISTS.

Recad articl in issucs #1658, Jan., 4, 2019, page EI,

Reead article in kssue #1657, Dec., 28, 2018, page E2 and

Recad article inissue # 1665, Feb., 22, 2019page E1:

Hench
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Twenty-Plus Reasons Why Derderian’s Time Has Come to End

BY Z. 5. ANDREW DEMIRDJIAN, FHD
.L'.v;‘n:;n.h .u.a::m-uu-.p.a ;

Read article s in issue # 1667, Mar., 8, 2019, page A1-5:
HOVNAN DERDERIAN SUBJECTS 15 PRIESTS TO VARIOUS YET
SIMILAR INDIGNITIES of treatment which appear to be lacking
the grace, dignity, and respect

g 201903 L b !
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IS HOVNAN DERDERIAN PART OF A BIG PLAN?
BY APPO JABARIAN

bt mwm sremeaianlife com 30196109 is bovase-
derdenan part o 4 bag plan

THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN

A RELIGIOUS LEADER AND

A SPIRITUAL LEADER

BY Z. 5. ANDREW DEMIRDJIAN, PH.D.
bt w2 rna e o 20 19 0100 the-dhtinctan-
bt com-a-relip o beader-and 2 aprreal-leader

THE EMPIRE OF ETCHMIADZIN:
REFORM OR REGRESS

BY Z. 5. ANDREW DEMIRDJIAN, PH.D.

It e an e com 20100 8! | £ he£mpiie ol
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rupted NandU.S.
Pﬂmﬂeumnudeﬂan Issue Death Threat Against USA

BYAFPOJABARMN e
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DEMOCRACY DIES IN DARKNESS:
SILENCING A COMMUNITY VOICE IS A SHAMEFUL ACT!
BY Z. 5. ANDREW DEMIRDJIAN, PH.D.

g sidein-dart .

Karekin I, Arch. Derderian and Arch, Yezras:
ARE THEY SPIRITUAL SERVANTS OR RUTHLESS IMPOSTERS?

BY APPO J
ME.“‘. = (0'\:9!""' At hareh ansd-aach & ST
15) MISTREATMENT, TERRORIZATION OF OWN PEOPLE
‘THROUGH VIOLENT THREATS, AND COVERT AND OVERT

BULLYING
Read article inissue #1668, Mar., 15, 2019:
WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS SHOULDN'T ALWAYS STAY IN VE-
GAS: ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE ON THE 89TH ANNUAL ASSEM-
BLY OF THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF
NORTH AMERICA CONVENED ON FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2016 AT THE
ARMENIAN CHURCH OF LAS VEGAS.
Betp e atmvemianl i comm 1900 20t Rappem-in-s egasshebdl-aln ay vy i vegas
Read article in lssue #1656, Dec., 21, 2018, page Al:
DES CORRUPTARCH. DERDERIAN SURROUND HIMSELF WITH
BULLYING TACTICIANS IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF H.H. KAREKINII?
BY APPO JABARIAN

bt

o 101 S »
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DEMOCRACY DIES IN DARKNESS:

SILENCING A COMMUNITY VOICE IS A SHAMEFUL AGT!

] Farr o

The Derderian
Triumvirate

Readarticleinissue #1677, May., 17,2019
ASTEACHERATAGBU MANOOGIAN-DEMIRDJIAN SCHOOL

Read articleinissuc #1674, Apr., 26, 2019:
“THE DERDERIAN TRIUMVIRATE" - Arch. Hovnan Derderian -
Pastor Manuk Markaryan - Harout Markaryan

BY APPO JABARIAN
vt rwww armossandibe com D019 0407
mangk-markaryan-sareet-marksryan’

Readarticle inissue #1674, Apr., 26, 2019;

TRUTHVS. LIES: W Press Release ShowsNO
ARENCY
BY APPO JABARIAN
Ll - M}CIGM“ more s hhrm:
17 mmmmmmm 3
TOEXPOSEHISCORRUPTEDPERSONA. Plaasescopage

Cont'd. from p. E4
Sec WANTED BY BURBANK POLICE announcement
atthe following link:

batpe s semrmiandifle comy D01 001 Dwamed by
burhank poldice

Read article in issue #1665, page El:
DEMOCRACY DIES IN
DARKNESS: SILENCING A
COMMUNITY VOICE IS A&
SHAMEFUL ACT!

g:;_f) 5. ANDREW DEMIRDJIAN,

i www aamomiandife com 201902 B demaoscracy
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18) MAJOR FINANCIAL SCAN-
mmwummw
ARCH. DERDERIAN

Readarticle s inissucs #1672, Apr., 12,2019, and 1674 Apr 26,201%:
What really happened in 2019 court case “5St. John Armenian
Church/ Western Diocese Vs. Petros Taghyan?”

BY APPO JABARIAN

Dt armani sl fe com T01 904730
churchoweatom-diocessvipore-taghy i

R an:

Complexfrom 2003 to 2019 What happened since 2003!
BY APPO JABARIAN

[ com T019 04 17 chronslogical-onder-of- 1 h
Iaplyan-complen from- T60340-20 | 9. what-happened siace 2003,

19) ARCH. DERDERIAN, PASTOR MARKARYAN AND HIS SON
mQﬂofﬂlT FORGERY, FRAUD.

Readarticicin issuc 1678, May, 24, 2019: m ‘Pj}&".x‘:ﬁ
Forgery, Fraud Perpetrated by 3

pastor.markaryan-caor-die haroul-markaryas

20) PREYING ON WEALTHY
SEMNIORS FROM ARARAT HOME OF S,
LOS ANGELES

Recad artiche in issus #1664, Feb., 15, 2019, page E4,
LIKE VULTURES, CERTAIN OORIIUPTED AND FAKE CLERGY OF
ARMENIAN CHURCH PANDER TO WEALTHY ARMENIAN SE-
NIORS FOR INCLUSION OF THEIR NAMES IN THEIR WILLS. LEST
THEY ARE LEFT QUT!

Western Diocese Welcomes A.rlrll Hnmr Rrsuilnl;s

bnp 1605 W i
l!wdmlcnmsauuﬂlé&. Junc., 21, 2‘019

Araral ]

"5 Propos
for Participation in a Multi-Million Joint Venture

BY APPO JABARIAN
bnpe e rmen com M504 11 fnrarat-home sepectsmeders daoceses prope| e
AR PTRen- -0 - oo joim Ve alu e

Read artiches in issues #1683, Junc., 28, 2019:
“SAVE ARARAT HOME FROM ARCH. DERDERIAN"

BY KATHRYN JAMES | LATV

REPORTING FROM ARARAT HOME OF LOS ANGELES

[Fr— comHH1404730

Chronological order of events relating to Western Diocese-Taghyan . oh andior other

See article’photos on his courtship of Ararat Home sendors at the: following link:
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Twenty-Plus Reasons Why Derderian’s Time Has Come to End

21) ARCH. DERDERIAN: A MASTERMIND OF A BIG PLANTO
DEFRAUD AND ROB THE ARMENIAN NATION

Arch.
robiihe. am natbon mot justin. i
Dasparsbyfhrdagrarims [ i e
dmmwhcm«wm THE GRACIOUS ACT

p Tatoulisn.
Seeuue 1659, Jan., 11, 2019, page ES. Anothercasein
poini: Karekinll'sbrother Arch. Yezras ol Meoscow, pri-

Readarticleinissuct1 687, July., 26,2019, pageES:
12 ARMENIAN COMMUNITIES OF
RUSSIA LEVEL COMPLAINTS AGAINST
CATHOLICOS KAREKIN II'S BROTHER
AND ARCH. DERDERIAN’S COLLABORATOR, ARCH. YEZRAS OF
RUSSIA

BY T, BAGRAMYAN (MOSCOW, RUSSIA)

Byt wwn armamiandife. com 201997 24
Y b il

borator-arch-ye rav-of revia

22) MISTREATMENT OF ARMENIAN WOMEN OF VARIOUS
CHURCH COMMITTEES

Mistreated Armenian women hwm.lr.nd rmu various Los Angeles area
£ by abusive and
corrupied pasiorslaypeople operating under Ih dlﬂd supervision and with
full “protection’ by Archbishop Derderian.

(Facts are In. Article coming soon.)

23) HYPOCRISY: PREACHING GODLY LOVE BUT CARRYING
OUT EVIL DEEDS.
Read article in issue #1669, Mar., 22, 2019, page E1:
PREACHWATER, BUT DRINK WINE: THE TWO-FACEDMORALITY
BYZ §. MDREW DEMRDJIAN PH D
Bt i b Awi B ot
24) U“‘m CORRUPTION WITHIN THE ARMENIAN
CHURCH UNDER KAREKIN Il, DERDERIAN AND YEZRAS
Unprecedented level of corruption within the Armendan Church under
Karekin 11, Arch, Derderian, Yerras of Moscow. A revealing public statement
by Armenkan Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan,
Read anicle inissue #1654, Dec., 7, 2018, page 1:
THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH HAS NEVER BEEN MORE
CORRUPTED, THAN DURING THE YEARS (1998-2018) OF THE
RULING REPUBLICAN PARTY
STATEMENT BY ARMENIA PM NIKOL PASHINYAN
g o mean s om 301910213 e speniod-¢barch han s e more:
F—— blcan-party

25) ARCH. ommmnmm n scmroslmou
OFF MONEY FROM CHURCH -
PROJECTS

See issue #1690, Aug.. 16,2019, page 1:
“WORLD HOLY ETCHMIADZIN
PRESERVATION COMMISSION"
neededtoensure
no siphoning of funds
by Derderian and Karekin Il

BY APPO JABARIAN
BaIp www atmesannlife com T0IT 08| £ ameeld:
e anecom o on-haly <ichmiadrin pecc atior
an-msure famds b ot G- mo-derderan kavekin-in-
hands

Case No. B343954 Electronic document now available at THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA website: https://appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov

USA ARMENIAN LIFE Magazine
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IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT:

WESTERN DIOCESE’S ARCH. HOVNAN DERDERIAN
LOSES COURT CASE AGAINST USA ARMENIAN LIFE/
APPO JABARIAN ON ALL 15 STATEMENTS

IN THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA:

WESTERN DIOCESE’S ARCH. HOVNAN DERDERIAN
LOSES COURT CASE AGAINST USA ARMENIAN LIFE/
APPOQO JABARIAN ON 4 OUT OF 6 STATEMENTS

On October 6, 2023 Derderian had filed a complaint against Jabarian for
defamation. Derderian only focused on 15 statements out of nearly 60 exposés
made by Jabarian during the years 2015-2023. He left nearly 45 statements un-
challenged.

On February 7, 2024 Jabarian filed a special motion to strike Derderian’s all
15 statements at issue against USA ARMENIAN LIFE.

On November 22, 2024, “after a hearing, the Los Angeles County Superior
Court granted Jabarian’s motion, striking Derderian’s complaint in its entirety,”
the court documents showed. They concluded “Derderian failed to show actu-
al malice as to the first six alleged defamatory statements, and the treason
statement was nonactionable opinion.” The Superior Court
Judge (Case No. 23STCV24374) granted
the anti-SLAPP motion on all
fifteen statements. The Court
also ordered Western Diocese’s
Arch. Derderian to pay Jabar-
ian’s legal fees.

On January 15, 2025, Derde-
rian filed an appeal. The Appel-

Victims Settlement Funds: Western Diocese’s Arch. Hovnan Derderian ... Arch.
Derderian is directly involved in the numerous acts of misappropriation of funds”
Media Inquiry/Statement No. 2: Child Abuse ... hush-hush money
“According to certain sources, Primate of the Western Diocese, Hovnan
Derderian, ‘committed child abuse.’. .. However, at the last moment, the mother
of the child must have received a ‘large amount of hush-hush money from Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian to remain silent and suspend the court case.”
Statement No. 3: Arch. Derderian expelled... for breaking his celibacy
VOWS

GECOND DIST: “Arch. Derderian Expelled from Cilician
Catholicosate in Lebanon for Breaking His
Celibacy Vows. He Was Caught in Engaging
[sic] [llegal Sexual Acts”

Statement No. 4: Arch. Derderian gets
caught in an illegal sexual act

“[T]he young Derderian’s mother re-
ceived complaints from other mothers for
[the Archbishop’s] sexual pass at other
boys...[and] decides to cover up his sexual

COURT oF M'PEN- -
FILED
Vlay 14, 2026

K, Clerk
VA McCLINTOC uty Clerk
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late Court documents show: “On = nru\:jo-r 5‘“’9‘3&"‘: uilsh Srorp NIA tendencies by enlisting him as a young
appeal Derderian does not chal- C:““;'r'l.a\ed‘ "«l‘uf?uﬂ e QTATE OF CALIFOR student-priest for celibate priesthood. But
lenge the trial court’s ruling strik- has 0ot £ APPEAL OF THE 51 he gets caught in an illegal sexual act. He
ing all nine statements as “fair and [N THE COURT OF £ ATE DISTRICT gets expelled from the convent.”
true report[s]” of judicial proceed- SECOND APPELLS Statement No. 5: American judge de-
ings under Civil Code section 47, JISION SEVEN clared as ‘liars’ Arch. Derderian, pastor
subdivision (d)(1). DI Manouk Markaryan, his son, Harout
The court documents also men- “[A]n American Judge in the Cali-
tion: “Derderian failed to make a RIAN, fornia Superior Court declared as ‘li-
prima facie showing of actual malice HOVNAN DERDE ars’ Arch. Derderian, pastor Manouk

regarding the child abuse statement.” ¢ and Appellan®:

It was further elaborated: “The fact Plaintif

the Western Diocese prior to publica-

tion sent a letter claiming the child v

abuse statement in the media inquiry ApPO JAB ARIAN et al
were not true does not show actual g a
malice. ... The Western Diocese’s let- Defendﬁ‘“st:“
ter denied the allegation and stated it Responden=

had evidence demonstrating the state-
ment was false, but it did not describe or
attach any evidence.”

On May 14, 2026, The Court of Ap- peal of The State
of California issued an unpublished or- der upholding the California Superior
Court’s decision to uphold the Superior Court’s granting USA ARMENIAN
LIFE/Appo Jabarian’s motion to strike 4 out of 6 statements by Western Dio-
cese’s Arch. Hovnan Derderian. (Appeal Case no. B343954; Los Angeles County
Superior Court Case No. 23STCV24374).

Below is a summary of the fifteen statements that Derderian used in his Su-
perior Court Lawsuit/complaint against Jabarian.

SUPERIOR COURT GRANTED JABARIAN’S MOTION TO STRIKE
ALL 15 STATEMENTS.

Statement No. 1: Embezzlement of Armenian Genocide Victims Settlement
Funds

“The person behind the team in the embezzlement of Armenian Genocide

Markaryan and his son, the Executive
Director of the Western Diocese, Ha-
rout Markaryan.”

Statement No. 6: Catholicos
Karekin II, Arch. Hovnan Derderian,

“Many are now convinced that
the three former regime kleptoma-
niacs — former Presidents Levon Ter-Petrosyan,
Robert Kocharyan and Serzh Sargsyan with Catholicos of All Arme-
nians Karekin II along with his clansmen such as Western Diocese primate Arch.
Hovnan Derderian, Moscow’s Arch. Yezras have perpetrated treason against the
Armenian nation. Their treasonous acts range from acts of sabotage of Armenia/
Artsakh’s war efforts behind the front line, cutting off military supply by bribed
Army general officers; corrupt army general officers’ unwarranted withdrawal
of Armenian army units from strategic positions, old regime assets’ false pro-
paganda designed to demoralize Armenian frontline soldiers, to massive misap-
propriation of funds from Diaspora designated for the twin Armenian republics’
economic development and humanitarian mission.”

Statement No. 7: Arch. Derderian misappropriated money from [Artsakh War
I] Fallen Soldier’s Widows and Orphan Fund

“While he was the primate [of] the Canada Diocese, Arch. Derderian misap-
propriated thousands of dollars from [Fallen Soldier’s Widows
and Orphan Aid] fund.”

Please see page 11
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Hovnan Derderian, the Archbishop of the Western Diocese
of the Armenian Church of North America, appeals from the
judgment entered after the trial court granted publishers Appo
Jabarian and HYE Media Group’s (collectively, Jabarian)! special
motion to strike under Code of Civil Procedure section 425.16.2
Derderian alleged, as relevant on appeal, that Jabarian
published seven defamatory statements about Derderian in USA
Armenian Life, a weekly magazine owned by Jabarian.
Derderian does not dispute that he is a public figure.

Derderian contends he met his burden of showing a
probability of producing clear and convinecing evidence of actual
malice with respect to six of the alleged defamatory statements,
including those alleging child abuse, misappropriation of funds,
and improper conduct at a seminary in Lebanon. With respect to
the seventh statement regarding alleged treason, Derderian
contends the trial court erred in finding it was a nonactionable
opinion. Finally, he argues the trial court abused its discretion in
denying his request for discovery to meet his burden in opposing
the motion to strike, specifically, his request to depose three
declarants Jabarian relied on as sources for some of the
statements.

The trial court erred in granting Jabarian’s special motion
to strike with respect to Derderian’s allegations that Jabarian
made false statements that Derderian misappropriated funds

1 Derderian’s complaint alleged Jabarian “owned and/or
controlled” HYE Media Group, and the parties’ briefing refers to
the defendants collectively as Jabarian.

2 Further undesignated statutory references are to the Code
of Civil Procedure. Section 425.16 is commonly referred to as the
anti-SLAPP statute.
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from the Armenian genocide settlement fund. However, we agree
with the trial court that Derderian has not met his burden of
proof with respect to the other statements he alleges were
defamatory. Derderian also has not shown the court abused its
discretion in denying his motion for discovery. We reverse the
judgment and remand for the trial court to issue a new order
denying Jabarian’s special motion to strike with respect to
allegations regarding the Armenian genocide settlement fund
and granting the special motion to strike with respect to all other
alleged defamatory statements.

FACTUAL AND PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND

A. The Complaint

On October 6, 2023 Derderian filed a complaint against
Jabarian for defamation. The complaint alleged Derderian was
the current Archbishop (also referred to as a “Primate”) of the
Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America, and
he was the “spiritual leader of Christian Armenian communities
throughout the [Western] Diocese.” The Western Diocese was
comprised of 44 individual parishes across the western United
States with its headquarters in Burbank, California. The
complaint alleged Jabarian, as the “editor, owner and operator” of
the magazine USA Armenian Life, had published seven false and
defamatory statements about Derderian in the magazine’s
October 14-20, 2022 edition (the October 2022 publication).?

3 The complaint also alleged Jabarian published nine other
defamatory statements about two judicial proceedings involving
the Western Diocese. On appeal Derderian does not challenge

the trial court’s ruling striking all nine statements as privileged
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Derderian attached a copy of the October 2022 publication to his
complaint.

T Child abuse allegations (statement 1)

The October 2022 publication included a heading, “Alleged
Child Abuse Cover Up by Arch. Hovnan Derderian?” followed by
the phrase “Armenian clergy child molester?”* Under the
heading was titled a “Media Inquiry” directed to the Executive
Director of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church, asking
him to “confirm or deny the veracity of these allegations”:
“According to certain sources, Primate of the Western Diocese,
Hovnan Derderian, ‘committed child abuse.” [{] Reportedly, the
mother of the child turned to the well-known lawyer — now
deceased, Vartkes Yghaiyan, to initiate a lawsuit against the
Diocesan Primate Hovnan Derderian. ... [{] ... However, at
the last moment, the mother of the child must have received a
‘large amount of hush-hush money[’] from Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian to remain silent and suspend the court case.”

9. Misappropriation of funds (statemenis 2, 3 & 4)

The October 2022 publication alleged three statements
about embezzlement and misappropriation of funds:
. Statement 2: “The person behind the team in the
embezzlement of Armenian Genocide Victims Settlement Funds:
Western Diocese’s Arch. Hovnan Derderian”;

“fair and true report[s]” of judicial proceedings under Civil Code
section 47, subdivision (d)(1).

4 Capitalization and boldface are omitted in the quotations
from the October 2022 publication.
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. Statement 3: “Arch. Derderian is directly involved in the
numerous acts of misappropriation of funds”; and

. Statement 4: “Looting of 1st Artsakh War Fallen Soldier’s
Widows and Orphan Aid Fund in Canada: While he was the
primate [of] the Canada Diocese, Arch. Derderian
misappropriated thousands of dollars from that fund.”

3. Expulsion from seminary in Lebanon
(statements 5 & 6)

The October 2022 publication made two statements
regarding Derderian’s alleged expulsion from a seminary in
Lebanon:

. Statement 5: “Arch. Derderian expelled from Cilicia
Catholicosate in Lebanon for breaking his celibacy vows. He was
caught in engaging illegal sexual acts.”

. Statement 6: “[T)he young Derderian’s mother received
complaints from other mothers for his . . . sexual pass at other
boys. [His] mother decides to cover up his sexual tendencies by
enlisting him as a young student-priest for celibate priesthood.
But he gets caught in an illegal sexual act. He gets expelled from
the convent.”

4, Treasonous acts (statement 7)

The October 2022 publication also quoted a statement by
Jabarian purportedly made during a television broadcast of USA
Armenian Life TV: “Many are now convinced the three former
regime kleptomaniacs,” i.e., three former Armenian presidents,
“with [chief bishop] Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin IT along
with his clansmen such as Western Diocese primate Arch.
Hovnan Derderian . . . have perpetrated treason against the

Armenian nation. Their treasonous acts range from acts of
sabotage of Armenia/Artsakh’s war efforts behind the front line,
cutting off military supply by bribed Army general officers;
corrupt army general officers’ unwarranted withdrawal of
Armenian army units from strategic positions; old regime assets’
false propaganda designed to demoralize Armenian frontline
soldiers, to massive misappropriation of funds from Diaspora
designated for the twin Armenian republics’ economic
development and humanitarian mission.”

In his answer, Jabarian asserted as affirmative defenses
that Derderian was a public figure and could not present clear
and convincing evidence of actual malice, and that some of the
alleged defamatory statements were “rhetorical hyperbole or
subjective statements of opinion.”

B.  Jabarian’s Special Motion To Strike

On February 7, 2024 Jabarian filed a special motion to
strike under section 425.16 in which he argued that Derderian
had conceded he was a public figure and could not show clear and
convincing evidence of actual malice with respect to six of the
statements that Derderian alleged were defamatory. Jabarian
supported the motion with his declaration and declarations from
Reverend Father Kevork Halladjian, Vosgan Mekhitarian, and
Reverend Petros Bagramyan setting forth the basis for his belief
that the six statements were true.

Jabarian argued the seventh statement about alleged
treason was a nonactionable opinion because it was punctuated
by vigorous insults, passionate declarations, and hyperbolic
comments, and it expressed Jabarian’s belief that Derderian was

aligned with political and church figures who were working
against Armenia’s best interests in “the 44-Day War.”5

1. Halladjian’s declaration

Halladjian was a deacon in charge of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of Upland, California. He declared that while
he was attending St. James Theological Seminary of the
Armenian Patriarchate in Jerusalem in 1978, he saw two visitors
enter through the seminary’s gate, and the gatekeeper told him
that Derderian was one of the visitors and he was there to apply
for admission. Two years later, Halladjian was attending a
seminary class during which the Armenian Patriarch told the

B On September 27, 2020 a war broke out between
Azerbaijan and Armenia over the Nagorno-Karabakh region in
the South Caucasus. The region had been controlled by Armenia
since an earlier war in 1994. (Encyclopedia Britannica, Nagorno-
Karabakh (updated Mar. 18, 2026)
https://www.britannica.com/place/Nagorno-Karabakh [as of Mar.
26, 2026].) Over the course of 44 days, “Azeri forces captured
one-third of the [Nagorno-Karabakh] region, including two ethnic
Armenian population centers, as well as all of the surrounding
areas that . . . [were] occupied as a buffer zone.” (Epstein,
Grassroots Narrative Building As an Answer to State-Controlled
Disinformation: Creating an “Artsakh Archive” to Document
Ethnic Displacement in Nagorno-Karabakh (2024) 26 Loy. J. Pub.
Int. L 1, fns. omitted.) The war resulted in significant
displacement of the 120,000 ethnic Armenians in the region”
(ibid.) and substantial casualties on both sides. (Tom Ruys &
Felipe Rodriguez Silvestre, Illegal: The Recourse to Force to
Recover Occupied Territory and the Second Nagorno-Karabakh
War, (2021) 32 Eur. J. Int’l L. 1287, 1287-1288.)

D |
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class that Derderian was not accepted to the St. James seminary
because he had been expelled from a seminary in Lebanon and
“was not worth ordaining as a celibate priest.” At some point
between 1982 and 1985, three visiting priests said during one of
Halladjian’s classes that Derderian had been expelled from the
Lebanon seminary for having a homosexual relationship with
another seminarian. Halladjian shared this information with
Jabarian in 2021.

Halladjian stated regarding Derderian’s alleged abuse of
children that Halladjian taught at an Armenian youth camp in
Dunlap, California from 2005 to 2008, and at some point he
noticed that a teenage boy had stopped attending the camp. In
2022 Halladjian called the boy, who stated Derderian had invited
him and two other boys to his house several years prior, and they
realized when they arrived that they were alone with Derderian.
“The boy did not share with [Halladjian] the specific details of
what had occurred,” but the boy stated “he was disgusted with
the Archbishop” and “the Archbishop had abused his power.”
According to Halladjian, “[the boy] was angry with his mother
because she had not protected him.” Halladjian explained that
“given the way the boy was talking and my decades of experience
working with young persons . . ., it was my impression that the
boy had been abused in some manner by the Archbishop . . . and
was harmed psychologically by what had happened.” Halladjian
shared this information with Jabarian in 2022.

2. Mekhitarian’s declaration

Mekhitarian formerly worked as an ordained priest for the
Armenian Apostolic Church in the 1960s and 1970s. Since the
1990s he worked as an investigative journalist and paralegal in
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Los Angeles and contributed articles to USA Armenian Life.
From 2000 to 2005 he worked as a paralegal for attorney Vartkes
Yeghiayan. Mekhitarian averred he “heard it discussed within
the Armenian community on numerous occasions” that Derderian
was caught engaging in sexual activity with another seminarian
while at the Lebanon seminary. Mekhitarian learned through
his “network within the Armenian community” that the other
seminarian involved was “Father Ararat.” Mekhitarian located
Ararat “at least twenty years ago selling jeans in the garment
district in downtown Los Angeles” and told him several people
had identified him as the seminarian who engaged in sexual acts
with Derderian at the Lebanon seminary. Ararat stated he did
not want to discuss the matter, but he did not deny the
allegation. Mekhitarian told Jabarian this information “[a]t least
fifteen years ago.”

3. Bagramyan's declaration

Bagramyan served as the pastor of St. Sarkis Armenian
Apostolic Church of Glendale, California. He declared that in
2021 a painting contractor assisting with a church remodel told
Bagramyan that a “female acquaintance” had told the contractor
that Derderian molested a child several years ago. The child’s
family had “initiated steps to file a lawsuit” against Derderian,
but the case was not pursued. Bagramyan believed what the
contractor told him and had no reason to doubt the information.
Bagramyan shared the information with Jabarian in 2022.

In addition, from 1979 to 1991 Bagramyan attended a
seminary in Armenia while Derderian was serving as a deacon.
Bagramyan heard students and reverends at the seminary
discuss that Derderian had been expelled from a Lebanese

seminary for engaging in homosexual activity. Bagramyan did
not state whether he shared this information with Jabarian.

4. Jabarian’s declaration

Jabarian averred that in 2016, Yeghiayan told him that a
boy’s family had asked Yeghiayan to file a lawsuit against
Derderian for child molestation, but the boy’s mother stopped
pursuing the lawsuit after Derderian paid her a large sum of
money. Yeghiayan asked Jabarian to wait three years to publish
the information, but he did not explain why. Jabarian later
learned the California State Bar had recommended Yeghiayan be
disbarred for misappropriating Armenian genocide settlement
funds, but this did not cause Jabarian to have any doubts about
Yeghiayan’s report because he “had known . . . Yeghiayan for
many decades and knew that he was a very well-respected
attorney.” Yeghiayan also “was a fervent advocate for important
Armenian issues and causes,” and his work to help a child
“pursue justice for abuse suffered at the hands of an Armenian
Church official was entirely consistent with Mr. Yeghiayan’s
character as I knew him.”

In addition, the late California Supreme Court Associate
Justice Armand Arabian, who was “one of the pillars of the
Western Diocese,” told Jabarian that Derderian had abused a
boy. What Halladjian and Bagramyan told Jabarian in 2022
about reports of sexual abuse of boys “reinforced [his] belief that
Mr. Yeghiayan had told [him] the truth.” Further, Yeghiayan,
Halladjian, and Bagramyan had previously proven to be reliable
and accurate sources of information for Jabarian’s reporting in
the Armenian Weekly. On October 6, 2022 Jabarian sent an
email titled “Media Inquiry” to Derderian and other Western
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Diocese officials, asking them to confirm or deny the child abuse
allegations. (Capitalization omitted.) Western Diocese attorney
Brian Kabateck responded with a letter on October 11 stating the
accusations were false and the Diocese had “evidence which
proves that the story you have concocted is a complete farce”;
however, no evidence was provided with the letter.

Jabarian declared the statements he made about Derderian
being “directly involved™ in misappropriating funds and being
“behind™ the team that embezzled from the Armenian genocide
settlement fund were based on a March 23, 2022 Los Angeles
Times article, which he attached to his declaration. The article
stated that attorney Mark Garagos reported that $450,000 in
settlement funds for Armenian victims had been paid to the “local
diocese in Burbank” for routing to the Armenian Apostolic
Church in Armenia, but church officials told the newspaper that
the church never received the money. Jabarian knew “from [his]
discussions with numerous members of the [Western Diocese]
over the years” that Derderian had complete control over the
Western Diocese and that nothing important was done without
his approval; thus, Jabarian believed Derderian would have
noticed such a large payment.

With respect to misappropriation of funds from the
charitable foundation for Canadian widows and orphans,
Jabarian believed the article was true because it was based on a
firsthand account of the misappropriation written by Chris
Chakmakian, a “respected financial consultant,” who established
and funded the foundation with his wife. Jabarian attached as
exhibits to his declaration a copy of Chakmakian’s article and an
email Chakmakian sent to Jabarian a few days before the article
was published that explained what had happened.
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Jabarian stated as to the seminary expulsion statements
that he had relied on Mekhitarian’s and Halladjian’s accounts,
and he had no reason to doubt them.

5. Derderian’s opposition

In his opposition, Derderian argued Jabarian’s statements
regarding child abuse and misappropriation of funds
demonstrated actual malice because Derderian made serious
charges that were “based purely on sketchy sources, often
multiple levels of hearsay, and rumors, without obtaining any
detailed information, questioning any of the sources, or
confirming the stories.” Further, Yeghiayan’s alleged child abuse
report was “incredible on its face” because the report would have
violated the lawyer-client privilege, and the Los Angeles Times
article Jabarian relied on for two of the statements about
misappropriation of funds named many individuals but not
Derderian.

Derderian argued Jabarian’s statements about expulsion
from the seminary were based on “third-hand rumors,” and
Jabarian could have contacted the Lebanon seminary to confirm
the information. Derderian submitted a 2024 letter from the
Lebanon seminary certifying he had graduated from the
institution. Derderian further argued two of Jabarian’s sources
were unreliable: The California State Bar had disciplined
Yeghiayan, and Mekhitarian was a convicted felon. Finally, the
treason statement was not an opinion because it identified
specific acts committed by Derderian “on the battlefields of
Armenia,” for example, cutting off military supplies, withdrawing
troops, and sabotaging the war effort.
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The trial court’s ruling

On November 22, 2024, after a hearing, the trial court
granted Jabarian’s motion, striking Derderian’s complaint in its
entirety. In its order, the court noted there was “no real dispute”
that Derderian’s claims arose from protected activity. The court
then considered whether Derderian’s defamation claims had
e in light of his status as a public figure, and
whether Derderian had demonstrated by clear and convincing
evidence that Jabarian acted with actual malice in publishing the
statements. The court concluded Derderian failed to show actual

2299

minimal merit

malice as to the first six alleged defamatory statements, and the
treason statement was nonactionable opinion.

C.  Derderian’s Discovery Motion

While Jabarian’s special motion to strike was pending,
Derderian filed a discovery motion under section 425.16,
subdivision (g), requesting to serve written discovery and to
depose Jabarian, Halladjian, Mekhitarian, and Bagramyan.
Derderian argued that taking the declarants’ depositions would
enable him to prove actual malice by determining what they told
Jabarian and revealing their inherent unreliability and the lack
of evidence to support their statements. The depositions would
also enable Derderian to rebut Bagramyan’s testimony that
Derderian had “complete control” over the Western Diocese and
to examine the specific facts supporting the statements in
Halladjian’s declaration. Derderian averred he could use this
information to show “Jabarian had to entertain serious doubts
about [their] reliability.” Jabarian opposed the motion.

After a hearing, on April 12, 2024 the trial court granted
Derderian’s motion in part, allowing him to depose and serve
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written discovery on Jabarian but not the three other declarants.
The court reasoned as to the declarants, “The veracity of their
statements [was] only tangentially related to showing whether

.” “IW]hat Defendant
Jabarian was told and what he did to verify the accounts” was
relevant to the actual malice inquiry, and that information
“c[ould] be obtained directly from Defendant Jabarian.” Further,

Defendant Jabarian had actual malice . ..

Derderian did not state what specific facts he expected to obtain
from the declarants that would show malicious intent. Instead,
Derderian sought to “test and negate” the three declarations,
which was not a proper basis for discovery.

On August 23, 2024 Derderian’s counsel deposed Jabarian
and inquired about Jabarian’s sources for the statements in the
complaint, the reliability of those sources, and Jabarian’s
investigation into the veracity of their reports (among other
topics).

DISCUSSION

A.  Special Motions To Strike Under Section 425.16

A cause of action arising from an act in furtherance of a
defendant’s constitutional right of petition or free speech in
connection with a public issue is subject to a special motion to
strike unless the plaintiff demonstrates a probability of
prevailing on the claim. (§ 425.16, subd. (b)(1); see Serova v.
Sony Music Entertainment (2022) 13 Cal.5th 859, 871.) An “act
in furtherance of a person’s right of petition or free speech under
the United States or California Constitution in connection with a
public issue™ includes, in relevant part, “any written or oral
statement or writing made in a place open to the public or a
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public forum in connection with an issue of public interest.”
(§ 425.16, subd. (e)(3).)

“Litigation of an anti-SLAPP motion involves a two-step
process. First, ‘the moving defendant bears the burden of
establishing that the challenged allegations or claims “aris[e]
from” protected activity in which the defendant has engaged.’
[Citation.] Second, for each claim that does arise from protected
activity, the plaintiff must show the claim has ‘at least “minimal
[Citation.] If the plaintiff cannot make this showing, the
court will strike the claim.” (Bonni v. St. Joseph Health System
(2021) 11 Cal.5th 995, 1009.)

““Only a cause of action that satisfies both prongs of the
anti-SLAPP statute . . . is a SLAPP, subject to being stricken
under the statute.”” (Barry v. State Bar of California (2017)

2 Cal.5th 318, 321.) Where, as here, the parties do not dispute
that the challenged allegations arise from protected activity,
courts have bypassed the first-prong analysis. (See Issa v.
Applegate (2019) 31 Cal.App.5th 689, 701 (Issa); Cruz v. City of
Culver City (2016) 2 Cal.App.5th 239, 250.)

“As to the second step, a plaintiff seeking to demonstrate
the merit of the claim ‘may not rely solely on its complaint, even

”m

merit.

if verified; instead, its proof must be made upon competent
admissible evidence.” (Monster Energy Co. v. Schechter (2019)

7 Cal.5th 781, 788; § 425.16, subd. (b)(2) [“In making its
determination, the court shall consider the pleadings, and
supporting and opposing affidavits stating the facts upon which
the liability or defense is based.”].) “We have described this
second step as a “summary-judgment-like procedure.” [Citation.]
The court does not weigh evidence or resolve conflicting factual
claims. Its inquiry is limited to whether the plaintiff has stated a

B LOIQIIA LdN0D

legally sufficient claim and made a prima facie factual showing
sufficient to sustain a favorable judgment. It accepts the
plaintiff's evidence as true, and evaluates the defendant’s
showing only to determine if it defeats the plaintiff’s claim as a
matter of law.” (Monster Energy, at p. 788.)

We review de novo the grant or denial of a special motion to
strike, “evaluating the context and content of the asserted
activity.” (Wilson v. Cable News Network, Inc. (2019) 7 Cal.5th
871, 884-885.)

B.  The Trial Court Erred in Granting Jabarian’s Special
Motion To Strike Two Statements Regarding Alleged
Misappropriation of Armenian Genocide Settlement Funds
but Not the Other Statements
1. Governing law
The elements of a defamation claim are

13

(a) a publication
that is (b) false, (c) defamatory, and (d) unprivileged, and that

(e) has a natural tendency to injure or that causes special
damage.” (Taus v. Loftus (2007) 40 Cal.4th 683, 720.) Where, as
here, the plaintiff is a public figure, the plaintiff must prove, by
clear and convincing evidence, “that the libelous statement was
made with “actual malice”—that is, with knowledge that it was
false or with reckless disregard of whether it was false or not.”
(Reader’s Digest Assn. v. Superior Court (1984) 37 Cal.3d 244,
256-257 (Reader’s Digest); accord, Edward v. Ellis (2021)

72 Cal.App.5th 780, 793.) In the context of a special motion to
strike, “[a] public figure suing for libel must therefore establish a
probability that [he or] she will be able to produce clear and
convincing evidence of actual malice.” (Annette F. v. Sharon S.

“
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by the Most Widely Cited U.S. Armenian Sampling Surveys and Leaders

1. The most widoly cited and most recent U.S. Armenian lar church of 35% for the total
population and 35% for up to 34 years of age, highly systemic
2. Counti with Armenian leaders who believe both that the non-holiday attendance is 30%# of total

population, and that the U.S. Census of 460,000 Armenians fs understated and the real number 15 1,000,000+

% Woekly Attend
Groups Church ®

Sourco or Sources Date

Amenion Dispor Survey. Gubenkian Foundaton. Hrakch
g Evr

asadonn3E]an BosonEH].Up o 34 .. Oueston 1

fosmogsl

Suny s 208 Amonian basd i Bosionand 51

Amenians bosed nPasadens

1A. U.S. Armenians - total population

. U.S. Armenians up to 34 years of age

Melikian Center of Russian, Eurasian and East European

2. U.S. Amenians 2% Studies at Arizona State Universiy. Survey size: 657 Southern 2011
California Amenians.
3. .S Amenians. 28% AGBU. Survey size: 204 Central Calfornia Armenians. 1008
U.S. Amenian Church Survey Average 30%
) ey Fons.

W
}ﬁx KHACHKAR STUDIOS

#1E. Rhode Island and All Other States U.S. Census
Armenian Population Change: 1980 to 2020

1. Parish 1d-cl: financial is especi;
declined by 7% since 1980.

2. Rlis one of only two states to have a declining Armenian population from 1980 to 2020.
3. All other U.S. States have a 120% increase in Armenian population from 1980 to 2020.

ly essential in Rl as Armenian population has

1980 2020 % Change # Change
Rhode Island 6,240 5,806 -434
decline
All Other U.S. States 206,381 454,448 120% 248,067
Total 212,621 460,254 116% 247,633

Notes

1. Al states includes 25 U.S. states with 95% of the total U.S. Armenian population.
2. Numbers from U.S. Census 1980 and 2020.
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#2B. Saints Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church:
2025 Budget vs. Actual

2025 Budget 2025 Actual _$ Difference % Difference

Income:

Church Related - CR $159,000 $157,274 -$1,726 -1%
Non-Church Related $349,165 §2,220,826 [ $1,880,661 | 539% |
Total Income $508,165 $2,387,101 $1,878,936 370%

Total Spending $508,165 $491,202 -$16,963 -3%

Net Income / Loss $0 $1,895,898 $1,895,898 n.m.
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Takeaway #1.

The U.S. and Rhode Island
Failing Ecosystem —
Church Attendance:
Actuals, Misconceptions,
and Rankings
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#1C. U.S. Armenian Church Attendance: State Rankings

U Consun %ot “Fa a8 %otUS. ol kol Tomt
ot Eamr Popuimion Popuision: Percentia  Chirches Chrches

w £ ox 3

1010 18203 o s

o 0 5w

6 3915 0 PR

i aom i PR}

1521 250 0 w

& Ta0ss 8 7w

0 by E P

8 720 3 s o

22 S0 3 PR3

i Er 3 PR

00 B o o e

164 4 2 3o

s 232 2 w0

o e 2 v

57 5660 2 PR
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212 80 [

7 s 8 3o

s1 2073 s o aow

) 343 3 T

=% i B 2w

i 300 e P
2108 s
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2025 Financial
Transparency Profile and
Support
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#2C. U.S. Armenian Parishes: Correlation Between Total Spending per "Faithful"
and “Faithful” % of Capacity

1. The correlation between Total Spending per "Faithful® and "Faithful" % of Capacity for U.S. Armenian Parishes is moderately negative at -0.45.
2. Sample of 23% (37) of the 164 U.S. Armenian churches.

Rank (37 churches): Total Spending per "Faithful”

Total Spending per  "Faithful” % of

Church stato ciy Aftation “Faithful” Capacity Rank
St John Amenian Church CA SanFrancisco  Westem Diocese st5420 %% Max
St. Sahag & Mesrab Armonlan Chrch R Providonca Eastom Diocosa e 15
St Gregory the uminator Armerian Church MA Indian Orchard  Eastem Prelacy 55588 1% Median
St Apkar Armenian Aposiolc Church Az Scotsdole Wester Diocese s1n7 s Min
Rank (37 churches): "Faithful” % of Capacity

“Falthful” % of  Total Spending por

Chureh suto ciy Aftiation Gapacity “Faithful” Rank
Holy Resurection Armenian Church WA Redmond Wostern Diocese 1e% 53570 Max
St. Apkar Armenian Apostolic Church Az Scotisdale Western Diocese % s17 Median
Sta. Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church R Providonco Eastorn Diocoso 8% 56540 3
St James Armenian Apostolc Church A Los Angeles Wostern Diocoso 10% s12287 Min
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#1A. 3% of U.S. Armenians are "Faithful" — KPI #1

U.S. Armenian “Faithful” refers to the total number of individuals of all ages present in the
sanctuaries of all 164 Armenian churches during sermons on non-holiday Sundays, based on on-
site, in-person, and photo verified field research.

Numberof Arenian Churches in the U.S. [ —
Pow Seat Capacty (e code) |-y
Number of Non-Holday Sunday Atendees (Faitiu) - KP1#1
Amenians per US. Cansus - 2020
Falthur % f U, Cansus
Unofiial Estimate of Arenians in the U, 000,000
“Faithful” % of Unofficial Estimate

=
W Fantr

US. Ammenian “Faltfur 2024: Source, J-Analytcs model of 3 164 actve parish
1060f the

VL Ao, i docmend o anrc,ée, g, cpacy. U5
e v concus

Roguars. o
020 (U
i G

Gonference of Cathai Bishops: enter Faih
omenonis Togm (FACTY ot Evapeetea Soonc o F it Accoumat ECERY
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#1D. Rhode Island Armenian Churches "Faithful" Compared
to Benchmarks

Rhode Island 3 Churches Us.
“Faithful”
Benchmark Percentage
*Faithful® (median non-holiday attendance) [z ]
Total Population:
Number of Armenians in R.1. (U.S. Census 2020) 5,806 US. Protestants 30%
“Faithful” % of R, U.S. Census US. Catholics 28%
Fire Code Capacity 800 U.S. Orthodox Median 15%

“Faithful” % of Capacity
18 to 29 Years of Age Females:
U.S. Protestants 32%

30%
5
U Catholcs

18 10 29 Years of Age Female "Faithful"
1810 29 Years of Age Female Armenians in R I. (U.S. Census 2020)

1810 29 Years of Age Female *Faithful® % of R.1. U.S. Census

Source: Khachkar Studios on-site visits database 2024.

TRANSPARENCY < ACCOUNTABILITY

Page 5023

PERFORMANCE

2 KuAHKARSTUDIOS

A
#2A. Sts. Sahaq & Mesrob Armenian Church:
2025 Financial Transparency Profile
St. Sahag & Orthodox: St. Sahag & Orthodox
# Metric Mesrob. Benchmark # Metric Mesrob
1. Financial Assets (FA) $14,509,016 $1,114,028 7. Spending per "Faithful" $6,549 $2,133
2. Financial Assets per "Faithful” $193,454 $4,207 8. Number of "Faithful” - KPI #1 75 147
Total Income % of Total o 2024 to 2025 Change in
3. Spending 486% 110% 9. “Faithful” -13 24
decrease increase
Total Spending 2020 to 2025 - - Number of 18 to 29 years old
4 Annual rate of change % ™ 10 Female “Faithful” - KPI #2 2 2
Spending: 2025 Actual to 2026 9 “Eait = o = "
5. Budget % Change 12% 1% 11. “Faithful” % of Capacity 18% 69%
Church-Related Income (CRI) = Social Return on Investment
6 % of Spending 32% 89% 12 (sRol) 3x 9.4x
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#2D. Khachkar Studios & Affiliates Historical Financial Support for Sts. Sahag &
Mesrob: 2008 to 2025

Knachir Stucios Atigtes

Einancial Support to Sts. Sah ‘Sts. Sahaq Financial tatement income
T incomo
Total Tol
Greh oo, ST Churen Alars ST
1 mes [ s Oves/Sewarcenp S5016 ReaiLesse pitizbo
2 oo 1000 Sacraments and Other Senvices 526915 lnvestment income 52063700
5z sz2500 TranstersDsroutons seissi7
§ o s20000 Avctry Orgaizaons st
sz 26000 Subtoal S5 suvios Sazmess  s2087100
6 2 s31500  Khachkar Studios Affiliates %
T e s19000
o 21 57500
0 e s7500 { Totaincome
wooams 5300 o S
2 3000 2ot Toumament 5309
B m s2u75 30068 siz13
W s13.400 4Pl Coectons si06s S0 "
s an sas50 SRoquems 780 si0 "
6 210 $s0 SDonatons s17296
7. 2w 515 7Stowardship $16.056
L ss7.500 8in i of Fowers s15:305
penc s1138s
Tosacaments soors so07s o
11Candes 8433 Erey o
2 $62%0
13Cubra Atas Ofice 56100
14 Womans Gukd 55000
15Ar Fowers St s1as ox
Sl 295091 £ ™
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KHACHKARSTUDIOS Unveils a New WorId-CIass Template

Takeaway #3.

Biblically Inspired World-
Class Benchmarking and
Management Excellence
"Framework” —
Transparency,
Accountability, and
Performance (T°A<P)

e
3¢ KHACHKAR STUDIOS
iy rowcans o0 e

#3A. World-Class Benchmarks in Biblically Inspired
Transparency, Accountability, and Performance (T+A<P

7\

Catholic Leadership
N v Evangelical Council for
Financial Accountability

. ICE ORTHODOX
MINISTRYWATCH OF THE _FMTH FUL CHURCH in
| Empowering Donors to Christian Ministries ) AMERICA
Sample of 20 Orthodox 6 Khachkar Studios
Parishes with Publicly Pilot Churches
Available Annual with World-Class
Financials or IRS Form Benchmark Financial
990 Filings Disclosure

TRANSPARENCY - ACCOUNTABILITY
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#3B. World-Class Sunday Attendance Importance and Transparenc

Premier organizations that track Sunday weekly attendance: .%

Pew Research Center * GALLUP
CARA

;i Faith
US Religion Census Y it
Today
UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF

Hartford R
Institute :Ei'unocu @ NP CATHOLIC BISHOPS

Why Sunday attendance is the first indicator of church performance?

===
ASARB

Orthodox

Studies Institute

leaders in the sun and the moon of why we exist; its the starting point for every decision.” ~

1.
Leadmg Oﬂnodex Advisor

of vitalty, stabilty, or deciine and to make informed decisions about
\eaeersmp m-mwy and mission. - Hartford Instute for Rel»gwon Reumh
3

load riicipation, plan
pasml respmses : and ovalals the eneﬂweness of minitry. - Center for Appied Researchin the Apostolale (CARA)
tor o — Pew Research Cent
5. “The singular focus on Sunday church proimeie like be 1amous Notre Dame football teaching: focus on Whats mportant Now — to WIN. ~ Highy

respected U.S.
World-class benchmark pilot churches that publish Sunda attendance with the mobile aj
+ St Mary Orthodox Christian Church (Wichita, KS) « Saints Sahag & Mesrob Armenian Church (Providence, RI)
+ St Nicholas Greek Othodox Church (Lexinglon, MA) + St Sarkis Arnenian Apostolic Church (Charlotte, NC)
+ Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church (Harrisburg, PA) « Holy Gross Armenian Catholic Church (Belmont, MA)
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Takeaway #4.

Pilot Candidates Materials
and Management Best
Practices

e,
3¢ KHACHKAR STUDIOS
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#4C. Extraordinary BENEFITS from Financial Discipline of World-Class
Benchmarking and Management Excellence — the “Framework”

1. *Biblical Wisdom* - Practice Biblically inspired financial wisdom

2. *Education* - Educate communities never taught financial discipline

3. *New “Faithful”* - Attract high value-add new "Faithful"

4. *Environment* - Build environments of trust & confidence, not dysfunction
5. *Financial Strength* - Strengthen financial position and performance

6. *Identity* - Anchor community identity in intellectual integrity

7. *Track Record* - Build track record-based, not political, decisions

8. *Stewards* - Develop high-value, lead-by-example stewards

"A bility a at isdom", ECFA advi:
“Are you aware? Do you care?”, CLI asks

PERFORMANCE

TRANSPARENCY - ACCOUNTABILITY -
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#4F. The 3 Financial Transparency Steps U.S. Armenian
Parishes are Taking to Grow by 100% the "Faithful” in 5 Years

Step #5: Historical and Projected (5-year look back and forward view).
Parishes are transparently sharing 5-year historical and projected
financial and attendance data with their community.

Step #6: Financial Audit Transparency (independent verification).
Parishes are transparently sharing independently audited financial
statements and findings with their community.

NP e Step #7: Quarterly (ongoing accountability). Parishes are transparently
'.Z:Ei%:’s"““ sharing quarterly financial and attendance updates with their community.

SPARENCY + ACCOUN
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#4A. Saints Sahaq & Mesrob Armenian Church Has Been Recommended
and is Being Vetted as a Pilot to Increase the Number of U.S Armenian
Sunday Church Parishioners — the “Faithful” — by 100%

* All pilots enthusiastically must embrace the best practices of financial
discipline of Biblically inspired world-class benchmarking and management
excellence — the “Framework”.

* Pilots will be coached to achieve the extraordinary BENEFITS, which are
listed on the next slide.

* The performance-based funding is historically unprecedented.

TRANSPARENCY < ACCOUNTABILITY - PERFORMANCE
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#4D. Introducing SROI — Social Return on Investment

SROI is a new concept for many, but a cornerstone in best practice financial and faith
performance management for churches.

SROI math for 2026 is the average number of non-holiday Sunday church attendees —
the “Faithful” — times $20,000, divided by the Church's total annual spending.

SROI measures how effectively spending strengthens faith, builds community, and
enables comparison over time and across peers.

Social Return on Investment (SROI): Social Value divided by Total Spending. Social Value (SV) for 2026 is the
number of “Faithful” KPI#1, Ecosystem Body Part (EBP) (1) times $20,000. 2027 adds SV of 18 to 29 years old
"Faithful" KPI #2, EBP (2). 2028 adds SV of transparency of church Sunday attendance KPI#3, EBP (3). 2029
adds SV of public transparency of financial information KPI#4, EBP (4). 2030 adds SV of outreach plans to

increase church Sunday non-holiday attendance KPI #5, EBP (5).

TRANSPARENCY < ACCOUNTABILITY - PERFORMANCE
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#4G. The Failing U.S. Armenian Christian Ecosystem:?Z Body
Parts — A Dunning-Kruger Textbook Example

“The faster an individual or organl:allon reaches the Valley of Reality and Slope of KPI
the faster the to the Pinnacle of Continuous Improvement”.

—— Peak of Mount “Worst Practices” Pinnacle of Continuous Improvement

quartery,
laziness. ey

interest. (*)
fssonance, see Festnger, Leon. A Theory of Cognitve
Dissonance, Stanford Universil Press, 1957.

Slope of KPI Improvement
Progrossively mprovo porformance.
anagog i Pl rd RO
(the “Framework). See Infnte SROI
(+5R0) Banchach
for

Confidence
2

Valley of Reality

and that improvement wiltake the hard work of

nagement excellence (ihe “Framawork’).

o | ' :

25% 5%
Competence

100%

hen n fact tis

Peronatyand Socal eychlogy. 1999V T No, 1211134, st Kiuger This E The
0 “Poak of ‘Mount Stupid”, 5 = £, and " .
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#4B. U.S. Catholic Parish Financial Transparency is One of the
Strongest Predictors of Whether Parishioners Recommend Their Parish

1. The relationship between parish financial and the parish has a very high
positive correlation of 0

2. Responses do not vary sufficiently by age, gender, household income, household contributions, or approach to financial giving.

strongly

My Parish Provides Financial

1. 2. 3. a. 5.
Excellent
NoFinancial Little Financial Average Financial Good Financial _ Financial
# Parish to a Friend
4, Strongly Would Not 20% . " %
2. Would Not Recommend 9% % 4% 2%
3. Indifferent 16% 16% 14% % 2%
4. Recommend 3% 38% 38%
5. Strongly Recommend 2% 4% 2%
Source: Questions, responses and labelling based on Catholic L 1) Portal Us. Catholic

parishioners. Numbers may not total to 100% due to rounding. Vertical axis: Iwﬂu\d recommend my parish . ind by what lovel? Horizontalaxis: My parih
tom of the parish.
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#4E. The First 4 Steps U.S. Armenian Parishes are Taking to
Grow by 100% the "Faithful” in 5 Years

Step #1: Parishes are using Khachkar Studios’ free Sunday attendance
counter app each week.

Step #2: Parishes are publishing weekly attendance (KPI #1 and KPI #2)
prominently across bulletins and all six social media platforms.

Step #3: Parishes are posting weekly Saturday "Bring a friend. Bring a
family member." invitation videos across all six social media platforms
(52 weeks/year).

"A

Step #4: Parishes are building and implementing monthly outreach plans
to increase the "Faithful" across two groups: ages 18-29 and 30+.

NSPARENCY
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#4H. To Quickly Recognize and Overcome Potentially Hostile
Barriers to Change, We Recommend You Study the Following 8

Sources of Knowledge

1. Ecosystem systems map

N

Dunning-Kruger diagram

»

. Why 68 years of zero transparency I-SROI memo

IS

. Conflicted self-interest I-SROI memo

o

. The true cost of concealment I-SROI memo

=)

. 25 examples of self-conflict of interest I-SROI memo

~

. FIQ and FTA materials

®

. New Philanthropy Benchmarking: Wisdom for the Passionate (2002)
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THE INVISIBLE ENEMY: THE CASE
FOR AN INFORMED COMMUNITY

BY STEPAN PILIGIAN
THE ARMENIAN WEEKLY

I grew up in a small Armenian parish in Indian Orchard that required our limited
resources to work together to function as a community. There was no time or tol-
erance for long-term disagreements. When you live in a community with a small
local population, you learn to “count the house” at an early age. Would everyone
show up for Sunday school this week? What kind of a turnout would we have at
our May 28 celebration? Critical mass was a constant challenge. Everyone was
cross-trained in the core work of the church to survive if a few people were unable
to attend that week. As I look back on those years, we were a highly functioning
community, and our anxiety was probably a reaction to living in a culture with
limited resources. Living in that environment also gave us the opportunity to
participate in a wide variety of responsibilities.

Young people were encouraged to organize events and participate in weekly,
labor-intensive activities such as setting up the Sunday school classrooms and
cleaning the church facility. We also had the opportunity to develop public speak-
ing skills by offering greetings during community events and preparing for elected
positions. It was under these circumstances that [ was first elected as a delegate to
the Prelacy’s National Representative Assembly in my mid-20s. The encourage-
ment [ received from the elders of the parish gave me the confidence to overcome
my inexperience. Having always considered myself a student of our journey, [ was
quite familiar with the history of the See of Cilicia and the establishment of the

June 01 2026

+ HELLO JUNE
HAPPY MONDAY +

We welcome this new month,

this new week, with grateful
hearts and hopeful spirits.

May June bring fresh opportunities,
brighter days, stronger faith, and
blessings beyond our expectations.

As we begin this Monday and the
week ahead, protect our families,
guide our steps, and remind us
that every new sunrise is proof of
Your love and mercy.

Whatever June holds, whatever
this week brings, we know we
will not walk through it alone.

3w Amen. @

~\_,~’ >

sunrise
i pt'OUf Of

s lve. |

St. Vartan Cathedral, located at the corner of Second Avenue and 34th Street in
Midtown Manhattan. (Photo: Armenian Church)

Prelacy in 1956-57. Fortunately, I was young enough that some of the pillars who
laid the foundation of what we have today were present at the assembly. One of
the elders in my community advised me to acquire knowledge to help our people.
These were the titans of our foundation. My own father was there during those
critical early years of building the Prelacy. I was fortunate to be

mentored by several of these leaders, who helped me navigate Please see page 14

DAILY HOLY BIBLE VERSES

PREPARED BY JACK NALJIAN

DAY 1: FRI. JUNE 5, 2026

In you, LORD my God,

I put my trust.

1 trust in you,

do not let me be put to shame,

nor let my enemies triumph over me.

(Psalm 25:1-2)

DAY 2: SAT. JUNE 6, 2026

Truly I tell you, this generation will
certainly not pass away until all these
things have happened. Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will
never pass away. (Matthew 24:34-35)

DAY 3: SUN. JUNE 7, 2026

Rather, we have renounced secret and
shameful ways, we do not use decep-
tion, nor do we distort the word of God.
On the contrary, by setting forth the
truth plainly we commend ourselves to

everyones conscience in the sight of
God. (2 Corinthians 4:2)

DAY 4: MON., JUNE 8, 2026
Lift up your eyes and look to the heav-

ens:

Who created all these?

He who brings out the starry host one
by one

and calls forth each of them by name.
Because of his great power and mighty
strength,

not one of them is missing. (Isaiah
40:28)

DAY 5: TUE., JUNE 9, 2026

For all those who exalt themselves will
be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted. (Luke 14:11)

DAY 6: WED., JUNE 10, 2026
Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.
Even so, 1 will defend my own ways be-
fore Him. (Job 13:15)

DAY 7: THU., JUNE 11, 2026
And without faith it is impossible to
please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he ex-
ists and that he rewards those who ear-
nestly seek him. (Hebrews 11:6)

Breakthroughs
For Judeo-Christian
Leaders A New

KHACHKAR
STUDIOS

EMPOWERING B0OD MEWS
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WESTERN DIOCESE’S ARCH. HOVNAN DERDERIAN
LOSES COURT CASE AGAINST USA ARMENIAN LIFE/APPO JABARIAN...

Continued from page 3 Statement No. 8: California Appeals Court judges
award attorney fees to plaintiffs Petros Taglyan against
Western Diocese/Arch. Hovnan Derderian et al.

“On June 28, 2023, California Appeals Court Judges J. Bendix, P.J. Roths-
child, J. Chaney unanimously granted an appeals motion to award attorney fees
to Plaintiffs Petros Taglyan and his family against Defendants Western Diocese/
St. John Church’s Primate Arch. Hovnan Derderian and his spokesperson Arch-
priest Manoug and son Harout Markarian. Harout Markaryan is the Executive
Director of Western Diocese.”

Statement No. 9: Judges Bendix, Rothschild, Chaney join four previous U.S.
Court judges confirming Western Diocese’s leaders as ‘liars’ and masters of de-
ception

“Judges J. Bendix, P.J. Rothschild, J. Chaney joined four previous U.S. Court
judges confirming Western Diocese’s leaders as ‘liars’ and masters of deception.
(In 2019, in the Court, Judge Hammock had found Arch. Derderian’s represen-
tative Pastor Markarian as ‘a liar.” Apparently Markarian was ‘authorized’ by
Arch. Derderian and the Exec. Dir. Of the Western Diocese, Pastor Markarian’s
son, Harut Markarian to deny the written agreement with the church benefactor.)”

Statement No. 10: Unanimous Verdict: Western Diocese’s Primate Hovnan
Derderian et al knowingly concealed the existence of the written lease

“After a series of legal battles that started in 2018 (Cases No. B321087,
B321605 [Los Angeles County Super. Ct. No. 21STCV38713]), the June 28
unanimous verdict highlighted the fact that the “defendants (Western Diocese’s
Primate Hovnan Derderian, Priest Manoug and son Harout Markarian) know-
ingly concealed the existence of the written lease, is sufficient to make a prima
facie showing that defendants brought the unlawful detainer action for a wrong-
ful purpose, either to compel Petros (Dr. Taglyan) to pay additional monies to
which they were not entitled, or to punish him for refusing to do so.”

Statement No. 11: The benefactor’s declaration makes prima facie showing of
animus on the part of the Western Diocese

“In the case ‘Petros Taglyan V. Western Diocese/Hovnan Derderian, Manoug
Markarian’ the “defendants (Western Diocese) do not address the malice ele-
ment in their appellate briefing. In their anti-SLAPP motion, their only response
to Divine’s evidence was the conclusory statement that ‘Divine’s claim fails to
prove the essential element of actual ‘malice’; an element that requires proof of
each Defendant’s subjective hared or actual animus.” The benefactor’s declara-
tion makes a prima facie showing of animus on the part of Archpriest Manoug
and Harout Markarian, and by extension the entities they represent, the Diocese
and St. John.”

Statement No. 12: Court documents highlighted Western Diocese’s Arch.
Derderian, his attorneys Brian S. Kabateck, Shant A. Karnikian offer no valid
basis to strike the cause of action for conspiracy to commit malicious prosecution

“The court documents also highlighted another critical fact according to
which ‘Defendants (Western Diocese’s Archb. Derderian Archpriest Markarian
and their attorneys Brian S. Kabateck his associate Shant A. Karnikian, Esq. and
others) offer no valid basis to strike the cause of action for conspiracy to commit
malicious prosecution.’”

Statement No. 13: The Appeals Court Judges further clarified Western Dio-
cese’s Arch. Derderian, his attorneys Brian S. Kabateck, Shant A. Karnikian offer
no valid basis to strike the cause of action for conspiracy to commit malicious
prosecution

“The Appeals Court Judges further clarified that the ‘Defendants (Western
Diocese’s Archb. Derderian Archpriest Markarian and their attorneys Brian S.
Kabateck, Esq. his associate Shant A. Karnikian, Esq. and others) offer no other
valid basis to strike the cause of action for conspiracy to commit malicious pros-
ecution.””

Statement No. 14: Judge orders Western Diocese Arch. Derderian et al pay-
ment of all court costs incurred by Dr. Taglyan’s

“Judge rejects Western Diocese Arch. Derderian’s, Pastor Manoug Markari-
an’s request and orders payment of all court costs incurred by Dr. Taglyan’s”

Statement No. 15: Superior Court Judge: Arch. Derderian’s Western Diocese
must pay all court costs incurred by Dr. Petros Taglyan

“In Oct. 2019, Western Diocese’s Arch. Hovnan Derderian and Pastor Ma-
noug Markarian were back in court to ask Superior Court Judge Randolph H.
Hammock to award a reduction of payment to Dr. Petros Taglyan for the latter’s
court costs. The Judge heard the case (no. 18STCV02144) and issued a verdict
reconfirming the outcome of a court proceeding that took place earlier in the
year. Arch. Derderian’s Western Diocese must pay all court costs incurred by Dr.
Petros Taglyan.”

Below is a summary of the six statements that Derderian appealed in his CA
COURT OF APPEAL case against Jabarian.

COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED JABARIAN: Child abuse allegations
(statement 1)

The October 2022 publication included a heading, “Alleged Child Abuse
Cover Up by Arch. Hovnan Derderian?” followed by the phrase “Armenian cler-

gy child molester?”’4 Under the heading was titled a “Media Inquiry” directed to
the Executive Director of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church, asking
him to “confirm or deny the veracity of these allegations™: “According to certain
sources, Primate of the Western Diocese, Hovnan Derderian, ‘committed child
abuse.’ [] Reportedly, the mother of the child turned to the well-known lawyer
—now deceased, Vartkes Y ghaiyan, to initiate a lawsuit against the Diocesan Pri-
mate Hovnan Derderian. . . . [{] . . . However, at the last moment, the mother of
the child must have received a ‘large amount of hush-hush money[’] from Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian to remain silent and suspend the court case.”

COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED DERDERIAN: Misappropriation of funds
(statements 2 & 3)

The October 2022 publication alleged three statements about embezzlement
and misappropriation of funds:

Statement 2: “The person behind the team in the embezzlement of Armenian
Genocide Victims Settlement Funds: Western Diocese’s Arch. Hovnan Derde-
rian”’; Statement 3: “Arch. Derderian is directly involved in the numerous acts of
misappropriation of funds.”

COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED JABARIAN: Statement 4: “Looting of 1st
Artsakh War Fallen Soldier’s Widows and Orphan Aid Fund in Canada: While
he was the primate [of] the Canada Diocese, Arch. Derderian misappropriated
thousands of dollars from that fund.”

COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED JABARIAN: Expulsion from seminary in
Lebanon (statements 5 & 6)

The October 2022 publication made two statements regarding Derderian’s
alleged expulsion from a seminary in Lebanon:

COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED JABARIAN: Statement 5: “Arch. Derde-
rian expelled from Cilicia Catholicosate in Lebanon for breaking his celibacy
vows. He was caught in engaging illegal sexual acts.”

COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED JABARIAN: Statement 6: “[T]he young
Derderian’s mother received complaints from other mothers for his . . . sexual
pass at other boys. [His] mother decides to cover up his sexual tendencies by en-
listing him as a young student-priest for celibate priesthood. But he gets caught
in an illegal sexual act. He gets expelled from the convent.”

COURT OF APPEAL GRANTED JABARIAN: Treasonous acts (statement
7)

The October 2022 publication also quoted a statement by Jabarian purport-
edly made during a television broadcast of USA Armenian Life TV: “*‘Many are
now convinced the three former regime kleptomaniacs,’ i.e., three former Ar-
menian presidents, “‘with [chief bishop] Catholicos of All Armenians Karekin II
along with his clansmen such as Western Diocese primate Arch. Hovnan Derde-
rian . . . have perpetrated treason against the Armenian nation. Their treasonous
acts range from acts of sabotage of Armenia/Artsakh’s war efforts behind the
front line, cutting off military supply by bribed Army general officers; corrupt
army general officers’ unwarranted withdrawal of Armenian army units from
strategic positions; old regime assets’ false propaganda designed to demoralize
Armenian frontline soldiers, to massive misappropriation of funds from Diaspora
designated for the twin Armenian republics’ economic development and humani-
tarian mission.””

During his tenure as an investigative reporter since 1978, Appo Jabarian has
written nearly 400 exposés on various international and Armenian political and
religious issues, leaders, and special-interest groups and a host of faith-based and
community-based organizations.

His non-partisan approach has earned him a solid reputation as a respected
journalist.

On international level his exposés have focused on numerous American, Eu-
ropean, Russian, Middle Eastern and other political leaders.

On Armenian level, his exposés focused on various Armenian political and
religious leaders as well as nearly a dozen faith-based and community-based or-
ganizations without bias, favoritism or discrimination.

Jabarian’s exposés also focused on both Russian-controlled
Holy Etchmiadzin Catholicosate (Headquartered in Armenia)
and ARF-controlled Great House of Cilicia Catholicosate (Head-

quartered in Lebanon).

Since 2015, many of Jabarian’s articles served the same purpose: Bring to
the forefront of public awareness nefarious activities both within Russian-con-
trolled Holy Etchmiadzin Catholicosate (Headquartered in Armenia) and ARF-
controlled Great House of Cilicia Catholicosate (Headquartered in Lebanon).

Blowing the whistle is an important tool for combating fraud and abuse. You
blow the whistle. We will expose! Your anonymity is guaranteed!

Editorial Team
USA ARMENIAN LIFE MAGAZINE
HYE KIANK ARMENIAN WEEKLY

See the 36-page Court of Appeal of the State of California document
on pages 4-9, 16-19. See related articles on pages 3,11,16-19
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(2004) 119 Cal.App.4th 1146, 1167 (Annette F.); accord, Hoang v.
Tran (2021) 60 Cal.App.5th 513, 537.)

“Reckless disregard . . . requires [a] defendant . . . to have a
high degree of awareness of probable falsity” (Collins v. Waters
(2023) 92 Cal.App.5th 70, 73; accord, Young v. CBS Broadcasting,
Inc. (2012) 212 Cal.App.4th 551, 563), and “[t]here must be
sufficient evidence to permit the conclusion that the defendant in
fact entertained serious doubts as to the truth of his publication.”
(Hoang v. Tran, supra, 60 Cal.App.5th at p. 537; accord,

Annette F., supra, 119 Cal. App.4th at p. 1167 [“The existence of
actual malice turns on the defendant’s subjective belief as to the
truthfulness of the allegedly false statement.”].) Accordingly,
“[g]ross or even extreme negligence will not suffice to establish
actual malice.” (Christian Research Institute v. Alnor (2007)
148 Cal.App.4th 71, 88 (Christian Research); accord, Anneite F.,
at p. 1167.)

“Actual malice may be proved by direct or circumstantial
evidence. Factors such as failure to investigate, anger and
hostility, and reliance on sources known to be unreliable or
biased ‘may in an appropriate case, indicate that the publisher
himself had serious doubts regarding the truth of his publication.’
[Citation.] However, any one of these factors, standing alone,
may be insufficient to prove actual malice or even raise a triable
issue of fact.” (Annette F., supra, 119 Cal.App.4th at p. 1167;
accord, Reader’s Digest, supra, 37 Cal.3d at pp. 257-258.)
Further, “such evidence is relevant only to the extent that it
reflects on the subjective attitude of the publisher.” (Reader’s
Digest, at p. 258.)
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2. Derderian’s evidence of Jabarian’s protests against
him does not show actual malice

Derderian contends Jabarian published the defamatory
statements based on his hostility toward Derderian. He relies on
evidence showing that in late 2018 Jabarian held a “peaceful
protest” in front of the Western Diocese headquarters by hanging
signs from a truck, one of which stated, “New Catholicos, New
Primate™ with an image of Derderian.b

“A court may consider a defendant’s anger or hostility
toward a plaintiff in determining the presence of malice only to
the extent it impacts the defendant’s actual belief concerning the
truthfulness of the publication. [Citation.] The focus is thus on
the “defendant’s attitude toward the truth or falsity of the
material published . . . [not] the defendant’s attitude toward the
plaintiff.””” (Christian Research, supra, 148 Cal.App.4th 71, 92.)
Courts have found a publisher’s anger or hostility toward a
plaintiff supports a finding of actual malice where the statements
are made close in time to the published statements and are
directly related to those statements. (See, e.g., Balla v. Hall
(2021) 59 Cal.App.5th 652, 661, 683 [text message that defendant
needed “retaliation™ against plaintiff made a few months before
challenged statements showed vengeful motive]; Burrill v. Nair
(2013) 217 Cal.App.4th 357, 374-375, 391 (Burrill) [defendant
threatened plaintiff he would “follow up with . . . the media”
before making the first challenged statements (italics omitted)],

8 Derderian argues Jabarian conducted multiple protests
against him outside the Western Diocese. Although Jabarian
admitted he conducted protests before the 2018 protest, there is
no evidence that any were directed toward Derderian.

B LOIQIYFA LIN0D

disapproved on another ground in Baral v. Schnitt (2016)
1 Cal.5th 376, 391, 394-396.)

Although Jabarian’s protest shows that in 2018 Jabarian
wanted Derderian to be replaced as the archbishop, the protests
do not support an inference that Jabarian fabricated the
statements four vears later or doubted the veracity of the
statements when he published them. (See Fletcher v. San Jose
Mercury News (1989) 216 Cal.App.3d 172, 186 [reporter’s
statement that plaintiff was a *““crook™ and he wanted to “get
people like [him] out of office™ were “personal attitudes” and not
linked to defendant’s awareness of probable falsity].)

3.  Derderian failed to make a prima facie showing of
actual malice regarding the child abuse statement

Derderian contends Jabarian had reason to question
Yeghiayan’s reliability as a source because Derderian knew about
the State Bar’s proposed disbarment of Yeghiayan for
misappropriating money from the Armenian genocide settlement
fund. We agree this information should have caused Jabarian to
question the veracity of Yeghiayan’s report and to investigate his
claims of child abuse. (See Burrill, supra, 217 Cal.App.4th at
p. 393 [source’s arrest and placement in psychiatric facility
provided obvious reason to doubt his reports]; see also In re
Garcia (2014) 58 Cal.4th 440, 460 [““There is certain conduct
involving fraud, perjury, theft, embezzlement, and bribery where
there is no question but that moral turpitude is involved.””].)
But, as Jabarian argues, he waited to publish the accusations
until he had three corroborating sources, two of whom provided
declarations. In light of the corroboration, Derderian did not

B LOIQYdA L¥N0D

meet his burden of making a prima facie showing of actual malice
regarding the child abuse statements.”

As discussed, all three corroborating sources were
prominent members of the Armenian community. Derderian
seeks to poke holes in the three accounts, but each source
provided some corroboration of Yeghiayan's description of what
had happened. Halladjian, a deacon in an Armenian church,
recounted that based on his decades of experience with young
people, he believed Derderian had abused and psychologically
harmed a teenage boy who later spoke with Halladjian.
Derderian argues Halladjian’s account was not credible because
Jabarian’s description of what Halladjian told him was different
from what Halladjian stated in his declaration, specifically, that
Halladjian reported the abuse took place in Derderian’s house in
Burbank, but Jabarian recalled Halladjian stating the abuse took
place at Derderian’s house on the campground. The fact
Jabarian in 2024 incorrectly recalled a detail he was told two
years earlier does not show that he fabricated the story (which
would mean Halladjian did as well) or that Jabarian entertained
serious doubts about the truth of the report.

Moreover, Derderian does not on appeal challenge the
statements by pastor Bagramyan, who in his declaration
corroborated Yeghiayan's account of child abuse and the proposed

L Derderian also argues Jabarian had an obvious reason to
doubt Yeghiayan’'s report of child abuse because the disclosure
would have breached the attorney-client privilege. However,
clients may waive the privilege by consenting to disclosure (Evid.
Code § 912, subd. (a)), and nothing in the record shows that
Jabarian had a reason to believe Yeghiayan’s disclosure would
have breached the privilege.

B LOIQYFA 1IN0D

Case No. B343954 Electronic document now available at THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA website: https://appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov
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lawsuit. We recognize Bagramyan relied on what the painting
contractor for the church heard from a female acquaintance,
reducing its reliability, but Bagramyan declared he believed the
painting contractor and had no reason to question the veracity of
his statements.

The third source was Supreme Court Justice Arabian, who
(according to Jabarian) told Jabarian in late 2016 that Derderian
had abused a boy. Derderian contends Jabarian’s report was not
credible because Jabarian claimed Justice Arabian told him he
had severed his relationship with Derderian as a result of the
abuse, but Derderian and Justice Arabian had a “cordial
relationship” until Justice Arabian’s death. Further, Derderian
stated that in 2017 he presided over an event honoring Justice
Arabian’s wife, and Justice Arabian thanked Derderian for his
kind words at the event. We accept the statements in
Derderian’s declaration as true for purposes of the special motion
to strike, but Derderian submitted no evidence that Jabarian was
aware of Justice Arabian’s attendance at the 2017 event.
Moreover, Justice Arabian could have remained cordial with
Derderian in his role as the archbishop and thanked him for his
kind words at the 2017 event but still severed their prior
personal relationship.

Derderian also argues the fact that Jabarian published the
child abuse statements only after two of his claimed sources died
(Yeghiayan and Justice Arabian) shows that Jabarian fabricated
the statements and purposefully waited to publish the
statements so his sources could not be tested. It is speculation
that Jabarian purposefully “waited years until these individuals
died” to publish the child abuse allegations. Further, during the
two-year interval Jabarian obtained corroboration from

Halladjian and Bagramyan, both of whom submitted
declarations. Finally, Derderian argues Jabarian’s failure to
provide details of the child abuse, including the full name of the
boy, when the incident occurred, or what Derderian did to the
boy, shows the “tall tales” of child abuse were fabricated. This
too is speculation—it is not surprising that Justice Arabian and
the other sources would not have felt comfortable disclosing the
boy’s full name or details about what had happened.

At most, the issues raised by Derderian suggest that
Jabarian should have responsibly investigated further whether
Derderian had sexually abused a boy before publishing that the
abuse took place. But a “‘mere failure to investigate the
truthfulness of a statement, even when a reasonably prudent
person would have done so, is insufficient’ to demonstrate actual
malice.” (Christian Research, supra, 148 Cal.App.4th at p. 90;
see Reader’s Digest, supra, 37 Cal.3d at p. 259 [“A publisher does
not have to investigate personally, but may rely on the
investigation and conclusions of reputable sources.”].)®

B LOIQYdA LINO0D

8 The fact the Western Diocese prior to publication sent a
letter claiming the child abuse statement in the media inquiry
were not true does not show actual malice. ““A denial only serves
to buttress a case for actual malice when there is something in
the content of the denial or supporting evidence produced in
conjunction with the denial that carries a doubt-inducing
quality.” (Young v. CBS Broadcasting, Inc., supra,

212 Cal.App.4th at p. 564; accord, OneTaste Inc. v. Netflix, Inc.
(2025) 116 Cal.App.5th 174, 192.) The Western Diocese’s letter
denied the allegation and stated it had evidence demonstrating
the statement was false, but it did not describe or attach any
evidence.

4, Derderian made a prima facie showing of actual
malice with respect to misappropriation of funds for
the Armenian genocide settlement fund but not as to
the Canadian fund

Derderian contends he met his burden to make a prima
facie showing of actual malice with respect to Jabarian’s
statements accusing him of being “directly involved” in and
“behind” the team that misappropriated funds from the
Armenian genocide settlement fund. Specifically, he argues the
Los Angeles Times article Jabarian relied on did not mention
Derderian, and Jabarian’s personal belief that Derderian must
have been involved was not sufficient to defeat a showing of
actual malice. We agree Derderian met his burden.

The Los Angeles Times article supported Jabarian’s
assertion that $450,000 in settlement funds were transferred to
the “local diocese in Burbank” (the Western Diocese), which was
supposed to transfer the funds to a church in Armenia, but the
church never received the funds. But the article does not
mention Derderian or any role he played in the receipt, transfer,
or misappropriation of the funds. Jabarian’s reliance on the Los
Angeles Times article, without any evidence Derderian was
involved, supports an inference the statement was fabricated or
made with reckless disregard for the truth. (See Burrill, supra,
217 Cal.App.4th at p. 393 [an “an unambiguous inference of
fabrication” arose where defendant cited no source supporting his
allegation].)

The only other support Jabarian provided for his
statements that Derderian misappropriated the settlement funds
was his personal belief from conversations with unidentified
church members “over the years” that Derderian had “complete

B LOIQYdA I¥dN0D
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control” over the Western Diocese; thus Jabarian believed such a
large transfer of money would not “go unnoticed” by Derderian.
However, it is a large leap from the fact an archbishop has
control over a diocese to the conclusion he must have been
involved in the theft of funds intended for the church in
Armenia.? As the United States Supreme Court explained in St.
Amant v. Thompson (1968) 390 U.S. 727, 732, a publisher cannot
“insure a favorable verdict by testifying that he published with a
belief that the statements were true.” Because Jabarian provided
no other basis for his statements beyond his personal belief it was
true, Derderian has shown a probability he will be able to
produce clear and convincing evidence of actual malice.

We reach a different conclusion with respect to Jabarian’s
statement that Derderian misappropriated funds from a
charitable foundation for Canadian widows and orphans.
Chakmakian, a founder of the fund, described in his email to
Jabarian how Derderian redirected the funds intended for needy
children in Armenia to “children and families of [Derderian’s]
puppet priests and minions in Armenia.” Derderian contends
Jabarian had actual malice in reporting the story because
Jabarian knew Chakmakian disliked Derderian, and further,
Jabarian admitted he never fact-checked Chakmakian’s

9 Bagramyan made a similar statement in his declaration
that, based on his observation of Derderian at church events over
the prior five years, “Derderian has complete control over the
Western Diocese and that nothing of consequence happens
without his knowledge.” Neither Bagramyan nor Jabarian state
that Bagramyan shared this observation with Jabarian.
Moreover, Bagramyan does not provide any basis for the
statement (other than his observation of Derderian at church
events).

Case No. B343954 Electronic document now available at THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA website: https://appellatecases.courtinfo.ca.gov
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THE INVISIBLE ENEMY: THE ...

Continued from page 10 the tricky waters of communal democracy. Their kind-

ness during those initial years of service significantly influenced my values on
the importance of mentoring in our communities.

The concerns of the church have not changed in the last several decades.
Church finances, youth engagement, secular pressure and relevance in the diaspora
have been top-tier concerns for many years. In one sense, they can be considered
chronic issues and, as such, will always be prominent priorities. During one of
the assemblies I attended, there was a passionate debate on the floor concerning
the knowledge of future generations. It evolved into a mild indictment of our
educational system, which offended some of the delegates. A gentleman from St.
Stephen’s in Watertown rose and addressed the assembly with a perspective that
quieted the forum. He used the term “functional illiterates” to describe both his
generation and emerging generations of adherents who may participate in the life
of the church but lack knowledge of our canons, protocols, structure and history
to be optimally effective. He described it as a creeping phenomenon that would
pervade our church if we don’t confront the issue. | was stunned by his comments
and deeply connected with them. We were losing the generation that bridged life
in Armenia and the rebuilt life in America.

Generations born in the diaspora would have to be motivated and taught. Pass-
ing on functional knowledge to newer generations born outside the homeland was
an arduous task left to part-time education and competition for their attention. The
cost of failing would result in “functional illiteracy.” That day remains vivid in my
mind because I internalized that participation in our communities is not enough.
We must be filled with a foundation of knowledge so contributions can be assured.
This challenge has become more acute with intermarriage in our communities.
Whenever we discuss this issue, defensive-minded people offer examples of non-
Armenian spouses serving on boards of trustees or parish councils. My question
is this: How equipped do they feel to serve the church, or are they made to feel
like “outsiders” when topics requiring church knowledge surface? How often do
we sponsor orientation sessions on church history, practices, customs, canons
and protocols? In today’s environment, these should be held for all participants,
whether they are Armenian or not.

The concerns of the church have not changed in the last several decades. Church
finances, youth engagement, secular pressure and relevance in the diaspora have
been top-tier concerns for many years.

Substantive knowledge has declined, and our church is less effective as a
result. It places more pressure on the local priest as a resource and can lead to
disagreements when unintended ignorance is displayed. It is a sign of respect to
reward commitment with the tools to succeed. Ignorance is not intended to be an
insult. It simply implies a lack of knowledge. We need to place a higher value on
the critical need for relevant knowledge. The lack of such knowledge has led to
conflict, divisions and people leaving our communities.

A simple example of conveying respect is how we greet clergy. The Arme-
nian Church has a series of brief and beautiful greetings that convey respect and
warmth instantly. Greeting a married priest with Orhnetsek Der Hayr — “Bless
me, Father” — or a celibate priest with Asdvats Oknagan — “May God be your
helper” — sets a clear tone. How often today do we hear an adult say,”Hi, Der
Hayr,” or “How are you?” I am not advocating this because of tradition, but
rather it reflects the importance of the role of the priest in our church. We have
all experienced awkward moments trying to remember the greetings, especially
with celibate clergy, but maintaining simple signs of respect is how fruitful rela-
tionships are initiated.

Our family has been fortunate to experience the fullness of the Armenian
Church in America despite the administrative division. It has given us unique
perspectives by allowing us to participate fully in both the Diocese and the Prel-
acy. As noted earlier, the Prelacy has been my foundation of knowledge, experi-
ence and identity. Like many of my generation, we were blessed with parents
who made participation in the life of the church a priority. The AYF offered us
lifelong friendships and practical experience in interpersonal relationships and
project planning.

As a young boy, | was drawn to the history of the See of Cilicia. My father
had a few books on its history. One of them contained many pictures with cap-
tions of historical events of the 20th century, such as the destruction of the See’s
longtime seat in Sis, Cilicia, during the genocide. It continued with the difficult
period when Cilicia had no permanent home until 1930 while attending to the
homeless faithful survivors. A separate section was devoted to the Catholicoi
serving the post-1930 Antelias period. I marveled at the strength, courage and
determination of these leaders. The rebirth of the Holy See was a microcosm
of the global Armenian rebirth during the first half of the 20th century. It was a
story that all Armenians should hold close to their heart, yet that is not the real-

RFl launches Armenian service,

targeting youth and disinformation

Paris — Radio gm
France Interna- | of
tionale has inau-
gurated its eigh-
teenth language
service, opening
an Armenian-lan-
guage newsroom
on Monday, with |
a team of eight
journalists and a
mandate to reach
young audiences
through digital-
only content.

The new service will produce con-
tent exclusively in Eastern Armenian,
the official language of the Republic
of Armenia, and will prioritise social
media platforms including Instagram,
Facebook and TikTok.

“Armenian youth, like most young
people in the world today, are ultra-
connected. Traditional media have
been abandoned. So if we want to reach
that audience, we have to go through
social media,” said Astrig Agopian, the
desk’s editor-in-chief.

The team’s primary aim is to in-
form, narrate the news and verify facts
through innovative formats, drawing
on correspondents based in-country.

/

nally from Nagorno-Karabakh, will
be deployed to Armenia from the end
of May to cover the country’s upcom-
ing legislative elections in real time, a
posting she described as “a gift from
heaven.”

Elections and disinformation

Those elections represent the
desk’s first major test. Armenia has
been at the centre of regional tensions
in recent years following the conflict
with Azerbaijan over Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, and the vote is already being
targeted by a Russian disinformation
campaign.

As in Hungary last month, the
prospect of closer ties with the Euro-
pean Union is one of the campaign’s
defining themes, and one Moscow has

Reporter Lilit Shahverdyan, origi- firmly opposed.

ity. One of the most significant impacts of our division is the limits it placed on
our learning. Walls were established that prevented dialogue and knowledge for
generations. The division here in North America continues, but the relationships
have healed, and the overt hatred has been replaced with tolerance and respect.
What remains is lingering ignorance.

We need to place a higher value on the critical need for relevant knowledge.
The lack of such knowledge has led to conflict, divisions and people leaving our
communities.

When our children were in their teens, circumstances led us to begin attend-
ing a diocesan church. I immersed myself in the life of the parish and eventually
served several years on the parish council and as a Diocesan Assembly delegate.
As a former delegate to the Prelacy’s NRA and Executive Council, I was able
to observe and learn about the state of both segments of our North American
Church. From a strategic view, | made two major observations. First, the prob-
lems of the Armenian Church in the diaspora are common. The content of both
assemblies deals with the same issues: finances, youth, relevance and secularism.
The second observation is that years of structural isolation have produced a lack
of knowledge that is a loss for the Armenian nation. We replaced knowledge with
misconceptions, bias and separation.

In 1991, the diocesan churches in America began displaying the tricolor flag.
This decision was not based on embracing history but reflected acceptance of
the flag by the newly established Republic of Armenia. It was joyous to see all
Armenians embracing the flag, but it was accompanied by an air of superficial
ignorance. The flag was a common theme, but the foundation of
history was lost in the Diocese. This rich history, ignored because
of unfortunate bias, was now denied to a new generation. It has
resulted in a void of knowledge about 20th-century Armenian history for a sig-
nificant population.

For many years, I volunteered to teach history at St. Vartan Camp, which
is run by the Eastern Diocese. Taking advantage of warming relations, I was
able to convey the history of the genocide and post-genocide era with con-
tent these children had not known. There were substantive discussions that
reminded me that children have open minds and a thirst for knowledge.
Included in the curriculum was material on the four hierarchical sees of the
Armenian Church, including the See of Cilicia. In a small way, I could hear
some of the walls crumbling down and being replaced by knowledge. Instead
of viewing Antelias from the lens of division, we reviewed its iconic place
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YEREVAN — The Arme-
nian Mining and Metallurgy
Association (AMMA) has
officially become an Associ-
ation Member of the Interna-
tional Council on Mining and
Metals (ICMM), marking a
significant milestone for Ar-
menia’s mining industry and
reinforcing the sector’s com-
mitment to responsible min-
ing, sustainable development
and alignment with leading
international standards.

Rohitesh Dhawan, President and CEO of ICMM, welcomed AMMA’s ad-
mission, stating: “It’s a great privilege to welcome the Armenian Mining and
Metallurgy Association into [CMM at an important moment for our industry and
Armenia’s development journey.

There’s unprecedented demand for minerals and metals and growing expec-
tations that they’re produced responsibly. AMMA’s admission to ICMM reflects
a shared commitment to strengthening standards and meeting the needs of the
energy transition without compromising communities or nature.”

Vardan Jhanyan, President of the Armenian Mining and Metallurgy Associa-
tion, said: “AMMA’s mission includes helping build a modern, responsible and
globally competitive mining industry in Armenia. Becoming a member of ICMM
is a major milestone on that journey. It connects Armenia’s mining sector to the
world’s leading platform for responsible mining and provides valuable opportu-
nities to exchange knowledge, strengthen professional capacity and accelerate
the adoption of international best practices.

We are proud to join a community that shares the vision of a modern, well
managed mining sector and look forward both to learning from global leaders
and to contributing Armenia’s experience to the global conversation.”

The ICMM is a global leadership organization for sustainable development,
representing 26 of the world’s largest mining companies and 39 national, com-
modity-specific and professional associations from across the world. It works
collaboratively with United Nations bodies, multilateral financial institutions,
and international fora including the OECD and the Intergovernmental Forum on
Mining, Minerals, Metals and Sustainable Development (IGF), to strengthen the
contribution of mining and metals to sustainable development.

Guided by a strong commitment to responsible mining and open engagement,
ICMM brings together industry and global stakeholders to advance high stan-
dards of environmental, social, and governance performance across the sector.

AMMA’s membership reflects a continued commitment to advancing respon-
sible mining practices in Armenia and further aligning the sector with interna-
tionally recognized standards and global best practice.

THE INVISIBLE ENEMY: THE ...

Continued from page 14

in Armenian Church history. It is, and
remains, an Armenian treasure.

Why is it that we often approach our history with tainted lenses? The See of
Cilicia has been a revered center of spiritual and intellectual leadership for cen-
turies. It was the seat of the Catholicos of All Armenians until political circum-
stances permitted its return to Etchmiadzin. It is a functioning part of the soul of
the Armenian Church, producing such brilliant leaders as Karekin I Hovsepian
and Karekin II Sarkissian. Their leadership in ecumenical relations and publica-
tions is renowned, yet it is shocking to know how little functional knowledge of
the Great House of Cilicia exists in the Diocese outside of the clergy. In many
cases, we have rejected knowledge and embraced ignorance. Although to a far
lesser degree, the reverse is true. Many Armenians in the Prelacy and Diocese
know Etchmiadzin. This dilemma has two main causes.

We don’t teach our history, particularly our modern history.
This observation is based on decades in classrooms, camps and
retreats. The other factor is that history in general, although a
key component of identity, is not emphasized in American soci-
ety. Ignorance weakens our roots and withers our identity. This
is a gift that we give to children for them to sustain their identity.
Choose knowledge over ignorance.

USA ARMENIAN LIFE. w© place ads, Call 818.241.5777 or Email: usarmenianlife@gmail.com

FOR RENT A[0)I N

1 Large Bedroom and bath.
Conveniently located near the Media
Center and downtown Burbank,
across from the YMCA. 1 Parking
space included. Laundry facilities.
For showing by appointment, please
call:
818-261-2486

EVELIA G. (AKJ) 2043-2046

Two identical apartments for rent in a
4-unit building at 11247 Camarillo St,
West Toluca Lake, North Hollywood.
$2,750/month rent. 2 bed 2 bath, kitch-
en with all appliances, living room and
patio, 1 parking: Completely remod-
eled unit, very close to shops and res-
taurants, call 818-203-6521
HRATCH K. (HZ) 2043-2046

2 bed, 1 bath house for rent in
Hollywood, near Jons Supermarket.
Close to shops and MD centers.
The house is newly renovated, has
parking, and is located in a gated
property with security gates.Rent:
$3000, gas and water included.
For more details call: KoKo

424-323-3333
Koko - HZ (2033-2036)

Completely remodeled 2 bed,
1.5 baths apt for lease in North
Hollywood’s Oxnard and Colfax area.
Central air and heat, includes washer
and dryer inside the apartment, private
front yard. Section 8, OK. $3,200/
month.

Call Jack at
323-683-6852

JACK NALB. (AKJ-MG) 2036-2039

FOR SALE

A great opportunity to own a
well-established shawarma restau-
rant in the heart of Simi Valley, Ven-
tura County. This business is known
for its exceptional recipes, outstanding
customer service, and inviting dining
atmosphere. However, the true poten-
tial lies in an underutilized asset the in-
cluded hookah license, which presents
an exciting opportunity for additional
revenue. The restaurant features a spa-
cious 1,300 sq. ft indoor dining area
that comfortably seats 20 guests, along
with a 1,300 sq. ft outdoor patio that
can also accommodate 20 guests. The
patio is equipped with lighting and
speakers, creating a perfect ambiance
for evening dining or a future hookah
lounge. With the addition of patio heat-
ers, this space could become a sought-
after destination for social gatherings.

Call Caroline
818.967.9626

Caroline Harabedian |
RESC Broker-Associate #01791821

@ListYourHomeSoCal
Thinking of Retiring?
I’ll Help You Sell Your Business.

WANTED: EXPERIENCED AUTO

MECHANIC. A well established

auto repair shop in Glendale needs an

experienced auto mechanic. Excellent
working conditions. Good pay.

Call Eddy at (818) 321- 2275 or
Chad at (818) 241-2631

_ A-Certified/Eddy/Chad1845-UFN (AKJ)

LOOKING FOR BODY SHOP
DRIVERS WITH GOOD PAY.

Tel: 323.816.5553

_HarrysAuto Collision-Ctr-Vic/Sogh #1891-UFN (AKJ)

TEXAS GAS STATION / RESTAU-
RANT NEEDS A KITCHEN HELPER
that can cook. No english required,
but preferred. Nice apartment and
food provided, no transportation
needed. Hours are from 9:00AM
to 10:00PM. Salary $3000.00/mo.
Available immediately. CONTACT
ARTAK 213-833-8410 or
NARA 806-808-5888

Artakh/ASL Am.Super(AKJ).(#1918-UFN)

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE NEEDED:
An Advertising/Marketing/PR  agency
in the Eastern and Western U.S. is look-
ing for an account executive. Generous
advance on commission, part time/full
time. Are you looking for new career
and willing to learn and progress in the
world of business and marketing? Are
you self-driven? Excellent working con-
ditions. Good remuneration. Qualifica-
tions: English is a must. Russian, Arabic
and/or Armenian helpful..

To make appointment email CV to:

hyemediagroup@gmail.com

orcal (818) 241-5777

HMG (AKJ_1975-UFN

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN
WANTED

Call ALLA at 323-661-7162

HYE_ph(AKJ_19??-UFN

OFFICE CLERK AND FRONT
DESK RECEPTIONIST
(with a min. of 2 years of work exp.)
NEEDED IN DENTAL CLINIC.
Fluent in Armenian - English,
basic computer skills. Send resume
to Saryandental@gmail.com
or call ANNA
818-543-0707

Saryan Dental Clinic (AKJ) 1793-UFN

PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED ADS IN
USA ARMENIAN LIFE
CALL S18.241.5777 or email:

usarmenianlife@gmail.com
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statements, reviewed any documents regarding the
misappropriation, or recalled if the Canadian fund demanded
Derderian repay the money. However, as discussed, a failure to
investigate, without more, does not show the publisher had
actual malice. (Christian Research, supra, 148 Cal.App.4th at
p. 90.) Nor does the fact that Chakmakian severed ties with
Derderian after learning of the misdirection of the Canadian
funds show he was biased in his reporting of what had happened
(or that Jabarian would have had serious doubts about the
reporting). (See Reader’s Digest, supra, 37 Cal.3d at p. 260
[individual’s statement that plaintiff seemed “very, very

nasty . . . and litigious as hell” did not demonstrate bias and
instead was “a reasonable reaction” to what individual learned
about plaintiff’s previous actions].)

5. Derderian failed to make a prima facie showing of
actual malice with respect to the seminary expulsion
statements

Derderian contends Jabarian acted with actual malice in
publishing the seminary expulsion statements because he failed
to check readily available sources to confirm he was expelled.
Derderian relies on a letter he obtained in 2024 from the
Lebanese seminary certifying he graduated from the seminary in
1975. Derderian has not met his burden to make a prima facie
showing of actual malice.

“Although failure to investigate will not alone support a
finding of actual malice, [citation], the purposeful avoidance of
the truth is in a different category.” (Harte-Hanks
Commaunications, Inc. v. Connaughton (1989) 491 U.S. 657, 692;

see Khawar v. Globe Int’l., Inc. (1998) 19 Cal.4th 1073A, 259, 276-
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277 [plaintiff made showing of actual malice to support damages
award where the publisher accused a private figure of
assassinating Robert Kennedy without “review[ing] the
voluminous public records” to the contrary or “contact[ing] any of
the eyewitnesses to the assassination, some of whom were
prominent individuals who could easily have been located”].) In
Harte-Hanks, the United States Supreme Court held a
newspaper’s failure to listen to exculpatory audiotapes that the
plaintiff had made available to the newspaper supported a
finding of actual malice. (Harte-Hanks, at pp. 683, 692.)
Likewise, in Collins v. Waters (2023) 92 Cal.App.5th 70, 73-75,
85, the plaintiff made a prime facie showing of actual malice
where the defendant continued to state a political opponent’s
military discharge was dishonorable after the plaintiff provided
the defendant a copy of what appeared to be an official document
showing the contrary.

Derderian’s reliance on Connaughton, Collins, and Khawar
is misplaced. Unlike the facts in those cases, Derderian provided
no evidence that Jabarian was aware of a record of Derderian’s
1975 graduation or that Jabarian could have obtained the record
from the seminary without Derderian’s consent. Jabarian’s lack
of any effort to confirm whether Derderian graduated from the
seminary may have shown Jabarian’s negligent investigation, but
not his purposeful avoidance of the truth. (See Beilenson v.
Superior Court (1996) 44 Cal.App.4th 944, 952 [plaintiff “charges
that had [defendant] contacted the [Fair Political Practices
Commission] he would have discovered that [plaintiff] was in
compliance with the law. ‘Failure to investigate does not in itself
establish bad faith.™].)

Derderian also argues Mekhitarian was an unreliable
source because he was convicted of felony grand theft and
immigration fraud. However, Jabarian testified at his deposition
that he was unaware of Mekhitarian’s felony convictions, and
Derderian provided no evidence that Jabarian was aware of the
convictions. Thus, Derderian has not shown Jabarian had a
subjective belief Mekhitarian was not a reliable source.
Moreover, Derderian does not question the reliability of
Halladjian, who corroborated Mekhitarian’s account that
Derderian was expelled from the seminary for homosexual
conduct. 10

C.  The Trial Court Did Not Err in Concluding Jabarian’s
Statement Regarding Treason Was a Nonactionable
Opinion
1. Governing law
““The sine qua non of recovery for defamation . . . is the

existence of falsehood.” [Citation.] Because the statement must

contain a provable falsehood, courts distinguish between
statements of fact and statements of opinion for purposes of
defamation liability. Although statements of fact may be
actionable as libel, statements of opinion are constitutionally

10 Derderian also argues Jabarian’s failure to locate Father
Ararat (the other seminarian allegedly involved in the sexual
activity), who was living in Los Angeles, supported a finding of
actual malice. At most this is further evidence of negligent
failure to investigate, not actual malice. Derderian does not
provide any argument regarding Jabarian’s report that
Derderian’s mother sent him to the seminary because of
complaints about his homosexual tendencies as a child.
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protected.”™ (ZL Technologies, Inc. v. Does 1-7 (2017)

13 Cal.App.5th 603, 624; accord, Baker v. Los Angeles Herald
Examiner (1986) 42 Cal.3d 254, 259-260 [“In this context courts
apply the Constitution by carefully distinguishing between
statements of opinion and fact, treating the one as
constitutionally protected and imposing on the other civil liability
for its abuse™].)

“Though mere opinions are generally not actionable,” a
‘statement . . . that implies a false assertion of fact is actionable.
(Billauer v. Escobar-Eck (2023) 88 Cal.App.5th 953, 967
[statements suggesting lobbyist for church had improperly
lobbied city officials in the past were statements of fact, not

)

opinion]; see Issa, supra, 31 Cal.App.5th at pp. 702, 706
[statement that politician had “[g]lamed the system to line his
own pockets™ was not provably false, and therefore was
nonactionable opinion].) “Thus, the ‘inquiry is not merely
whether the statements are fact or opinion, but “whether a
reasonable fact finder could conclude the published statement
declares or implies a provably false assertion of fact.”” (Jackson
v. Mayweather (2017) 10 Cal.App.5th 1240, 1261; accord,
Billauer, at p. 967.) Further, “it is not the literal truth or falsity
of each word or detail used in a statement which determines
whether or not it is defamatory; rather, the determinative
question is whether the “gist or sting” of the statement is true or
false, benign or defamatory, in substance.” (Issa, at p. 702;
accord, Ringler Associates Inc. v. Maryland Casualty Co. (2000)
80 Cal.App.4th 1165, 1181-1182.)

“To ascertain whether the statements in question are
provably false factual assertions, courts consider the totality of
the circumstances.” (GetFugu, Inc. v. Patton Boggs LLP (2013)
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220 Cal.App.4th 141, 156; accord, Nygard, Inc. v. Uusi-Kerttula
(2008) 159 Cal.App.4th 1027, 1049.) “Under the totality of the
circumstances test, “[f]irst, the language of the statement is
examined. ... [Y] Next, the context in which the statement was
made must be considered.”” (Issa, supra, 31 Cal.App.5th at

p. 703; accord, Franklin v. Dynamic Details, Inc. (2004)

116 Cal.App.4th 375, 385.) “Whether challenged statements
convey the requisite factual imputation is ordinarily a question of
law for the court.” (GetFugu, at p. 156; accord, Nygard, at

p. 1049.)

2 The treason statement was a nonactionable opinion

The treason statement in the October 2022 publication was
couched in “rhetorical hyperbole,” ‘vigorous epithet[s],” ‘lusty and
imaginative expression[s] of . . . contempt,” and language used ‘in
a loose, figurative sense,” which “have all been accorded
constitutional protection.” (Nvgard, Inc. v. Uusi-Kerttula, supra,
159 Cal.App.4th at p. 1048.) The beginning of the article

s

discussed how many Armenians felt about the “mindset among
certain Armenian male-chauvinistic, ignorant, self-centered,
egomaniacs, unpatriotic, un-Armenian elements.” The article
then referred to three former Armenian presidents as “regime
kleptomaniacs” and described Derderian and other religious
leaders as “clansmen” who “perpetrated treason against the
Armenian nation.” Jabarian exclaimed his “firm belief . . . that
the Armenians have . . . lost the war . . . to treason!” These
hyperbolic statements would indicate to the average reader that
Jabarian was expressing his personal opinion about the quality of
political and religious leadership in the Armenian community.
Moreover, the statements are not provably false.
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Further, terms of “apparency” qualified the article’s
language. (See Baker v. Los Angeles Herald Examiner (1986)

42 Cal.3d 254, 260-261.)11 As the court in Baker explained,
“[w]here the language of [a] statement is ‘cautiously phrased in
terms of apparency,’ the statement is less likely to be reasonably
understood as a statement of fact rather than opinion.” (Ibid., fn.
omitted.) On that basis the court in Baker held the statement
beginning with the phrase “[m]y impression is” was an opinion,
reasoning that “[w]hen one states a view in terms of an
‘impression,’ the listener or reader is on notice that the maker is
not vouching for its accuracy. A reasonable person would
understand that a statement of opinion rather than of fact was to
follow.” (Id. at pp. 261-262.)

Jabarian prefaced the treason article with language of
apparency, including that “many Diaspora and Homeland
Armenians feel that they've had it with the . . . mindset among
Armenian . . . egomaniacs.” (Italics added.) The article
continued by saying many in the Armenian community were now
“convinced” and Jabarian was of the “firm belief” that the
Armenians lost the war as a result of treason. These phrases
signaled to the reader that the publication was expressing the
opinions of the author and other members of the Armenian
community.

Moreover, the 44-day war and its losses for Armenia, which
was the focus of the article, were an issue of public concern in the
Armenian community. Thus, the statement was “the same kind

1 The court in Baker explained that “apparency” referred to
something being “apparent,” as if the publisher was saying “[i]t
appears to me.” (Baker v. Los Angeles Herald Examiner, supra,
42 Cal.3d at pp. 260-261, 263, fn. 4.)
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of expression of opinion . . . typically generated in the heat of a
political controversy.” (Carr v. Warden (1984) 159 Cal.App.3d
1166, 1168, 1170 [published statement by project opponent that
“I think someone is being bought on the Planning Commission”
was nonactionable opinion where made in connection with vote
on zoning ordinance that was subject of “considerable [public]
debate”]; see Issa, supra, 31 Cal.App.5th at p. 704 [““[TThose
engaged in political debate are entitled not only to speak
responsibly but to ©. . . speak foolishly and without
moderation.””].)

Derderian contends the treason statement was not an
opinion because it included a series of factual claims, including
that Derderian sabotaged Armenia’s war efforts and cut off
military supplies. However, these claims lacked sufficient
specificity to constitute provable factual assertions. For example,
the article accused Derderian and the three other leaders of
playing a role in the “corrupt army general officers’ unwarranted
withdrawal of Armenian army,” the cutting off of military
supplies by unidentified army officers who were bribed, and “false
propaganda designed to demoralize Armenian frontline soldiers.”
Whether an officer is corrupt, a withdrawal of solders is
unwarranted, unidentified officers were bribed to cut off military
supplies, or something is propaganda are not provable
statements. Likewise, it is not provable whether Derderian and
others engaged in unspecified acts of sabotage of the Armenian
war efforts. The article failed to specify what acts were taken,
when or where they occurred, or how Derderian was involved,
preventing the statements from being proven true or false. (See
Chaker v. Mateo (2012) 209 Cal.App.4th 1138, 1142, 1149-1150
[statements accusing former romantic partner “of fraud, deceit
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and picking up street walkers and homeless drug addicts,”
“taking steroids,” and being involved in “illegal activities” were
nonactionable opinions because “they lack[ed] any specificity as
to the time or place of [plaintiff]'s supposed behavior”].)

Sanders v. Walsh (2013) 219 Cal.App.4th 855, relied on by
Derderian, is distinguishable. The disputed statements in
Sanders were mostly preceded by the word “Fact,” recited
“specific factual claims” of perjury and fraud, referred to the
plaintiff in stating city contracts were being awarded to friends
and family members, and stated plaintiff took “bribes.” (Id. at
p- 864.) For example, one statement read: “Fact: [Plaintiff] who
works for the City of [Anaheim], CA . .. wrote an unauthorized
check out of her boyfriend[]s . . . account” to pay for a wig
purchased by her mother, and wrote on the check that it was for
a ““Prosthetic Donation.”” (Id. at p. 859.) By contrast,
Jabarian’s statement in the article lacked the specificity of the
statements in Sanders, was made in connection with a
contentious political issue, and was preceded by language of
apparency.

D.  The Trial Court Did Not Abuse Its Discretion in Denying

Derderian’s Request To Depose Jabarian’s Declarants

I Governing law and standard of review

Section 425.16, subdivision (g), provides that upon the
filing of a special motion to strike, “[a]ll discovery proceedings in
the action shall be stayed . . . until notice of entry of the order
ruling on the motion.” The discovery stay “reflect[s] the statutory
purpose to prevent and deter SLAPP suits by ending them early
and without great cost to the SLAPP target.” (Britts v. Superior
Court (2006) 145 Cal.App.4th 1112, 1124.)
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“A trial court may lift the statutory stay for ‘good cause’
[citations], which requires a showing that the specific discovery
sought is both ‘needed . . . to establish a prima facie case’ and
‘tailored to that end.” (Abir Cohen Treyzon Salo, LLP v. Lahiji
(2019) 40 Cal.App.5th 882, 891; accord, Britts v. Superior Court,
supra, 145 Cal.App.4th at p. 1125.) “To satisfy this ‘good cause’
standard, a party must “explain what additional facts [it] expects
to uncover.” (Six4Three, LLC v. Facebook, Inc. (2025)

109 Cal.App.5th 635, 659; accord, Sipple v. Foundation For Nat.
Progress (1999) 71 Cal.App.4th 226, 247). Further, “[d]iscovery
may not be obtained merely to “test” the opponent’s
declarations.” (Abir, at p. 891.) “We review a trial court’s denial
of a motion to lift the stay for abuse of discretion.” (Abir, at

p. 891; accord, I-800 Contacts, Inc. v. Steinberg (2003)

107 Cal.App.4th 568, 593.) A ruling constitutes an abuse of
discretion if it is ““so irrational or arbitrary that no reasonable

person could agree with it.” (Sargon Enterprises, Inc. v.
University of Southern California (2012) 55 Cal.4th 747, 773.)

2 The trial court did not abuse its discretion

Derderian contends the trial court abused its discretion in
denying his request to depose the three individuals who
submitted declarations in support of Jabarian’s special motion to
strike and then relying on the declarations to grant the motion.
The court did not abuse its discretion.

In his motion, Derderian argued the depositions would
“show that the information upon which Jabarian claims to have
relied was entirely unreliable (because it was self-contradictory,
contained unbelievable details, or came from obviously unreliable
sources).” ~(5 AA 461)~ And on appeal, Derderian highlights that
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there were inconsistencies between the facts as described by the
declarants and the facts presented by Jabarian. ~(AOB 58)~ But
testing the reliability of the declarants was not a proper basis for
conducting discovery under section 425.16. (Abir Cohen Treyzon
Salo, LLP v. Lahiji, supra, 40 Cal.App.5th at p. 891.) Further,
Derderian was allowed to take Jabarian’s deposition, during
which he could have elicited facts to challenge the reliability of
Jabarian’s sources.

Whether Derderian is correct that the trial court should
have allowed him to take the depositions of the declarants to
determine what they told Jabarian is a closer call. The court
agreed that what the declarants told Jabarian was relevant, but
it observed this information could “be obtained directly from
Defendant Jabarian.” ~(5 AA 499)~ Further, as Jabarian points
out, Derderian could have sought to interview the declarants (all
of whom were or had been clergy in Armenian churches), and
nothing prevented Derderian from performing his own
investigation—which he did, discovering that Mekhitarian had
prior convictions and Yeghiayan was disciplined by the State Bar.
(See Paterno v. Superior Court (2008) 163 Cal.App.4th 1342,
1351, fn. 4 [plaintiff should address in seeking discovery to
oppose anti-SLAPP motion “whether the information the plaintiff
seeks to obtain through formal discovery proceedings is readily

133

available from other sources or can be obtained through informal
discovery”]; The Garment Workers Center v. Superior Court
(2004) 117 Cal.App.4th 1156, 1162 [same].)!2 Although the court

993

12 Derderian argues on appeal that Jabarian forfeited the
argument that Derderian could take informal discovery from
other sources by failing to raise it in the trial court. ~(ARB 40)~
We decline to find forfeiture because Jabarian argued in the trial
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reasonably could have allowed Derderian to depose the three
declarants (with appropriate time or subject matter limitations),
we cannot say the court’s decision in denying discovery of the
declarants but allowing Derderian to obtain the information from
Jabarian (or other sources) was irrational or arbitrary. (See
Sargon Enterprises, Inc. v. University of Southern California,
supra, 55 Cal.4th at p. 773.)

Likewise, the trial court did not abuse its discretion in
relying on the declarants’ statements in granting Jabarian’s
special motion to strike. Section 425.16, subdivision (b)(2),
provides that “the court shall consider . . . supporting and
opposing affidavits stating the facts upon which the liability or
defense is based” in ruling on a special motion to strike.
Derderian argues it was unfair to rely on the three declarations
because he could not present rebuttal evidence without taking
the declarants’ depositions. But the court granted Derderian’s
request to depose and seek documents from Jabarian, and the
central question was whether Jabarian believed the statements
from the declarants were true, not whether the declarants
provided false statements. (See Balla v. Hall, supra,

59 Cal.App.5th at p. 693 [“libel defendant ‘will generally be the
principal . . . source of evidence™ of actual malice].)

court that there was no need to take the depositions of the third-
party declarants to learn what they told Jabarian (among other
topics),~(5 AA 482)~ and his contention on appeal that Derderian
could have inquired about those communications from both
Jabarian and informal discovery of the declarants is consistent
with that argument.
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DISPOSITION

The judgment in favor of Jabarian and the order granting
Jabarian’s special motion to strike are reversed. The cause is
remanded with directions to the trial court to enter a new order
denying Jabarian’s special motion to strike the allegations that
Jabarian made false statements that Derderian misappropriated
funds from the Armenian genocide settlement fund (statements 2
and 3) and granting the special motion to strike all other alleged
defamatory statements. The parties are to bear their own costs
on appeal.

e

We concur:

Judge of the Los Angeles Superior Court, assigned by the Chief
Justice pursuant to article VI, section 6 of the California Con-
stitution.
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Arman Tsarukyan Vs. Charles

Oliveira rematch

UFC lightweight con-
tender Arman Tsaruky-
an has spoken about his
plans for his next fight
and confirmed that he
expects to compete for
the title in the coming
months.

Speaking on his
YouTube channel, Tsar-
ukyan said that his next
bout should be a cham-
pionship fight and will

most likely take place in September in Los Angeles.

“My next fight is the title fight, which is probably in September in L.A. But
I’m also the backup for the White House, too, if someone pulls out or gets hurt...
I may fight him again,” Tsarukyan said, referring to a possible rematch with
Charles Oliveira.

Tsarukyan is currently ranked No. 2 in the UFC lightweight division. The
only fighter ahead of him is interim champion Justin Gaethje, who is scheduled
to unify the belt with reigning champion Ilia Topuria on June 14 in the main event
of UFC Freedom 250. Tsarukyan will serve as the official backup fighter in case
the main event falls through.

Tsarukyan has already faced Oliveira at UFC 300, where he defeated the
former UFC champion by split decision. Since then, the Brazilian has returned to
winning ways and claimed the BMF title after a dominant grappling performance
against Max Holloway at UFC 326.

Arman, meanwhile, remains one of the leading contenders for a UFC light-
weight title shot. His winning streak in MMA has reached five fights, with his
latest victories coming against Charles Oliveira and Dan Hooker.

Tsarukyan has also stayed active outside the Octagon. Recently, he competed
at the RAF 9 freestyle wrestling event, where he earned an early win over Keelon
Jimison.

As a result, several scenarios remain possible for the Armenian fighter in
the near future: stepping in as a replacement on June 14, fighting for the title in
September, or facing Charles Oliveira again in a rematch that could once again
become a key bout on the road to the UFC belt.

European Women'’s Chess Championship:
Team Armenla results in 1 round

The Armenian Min- ¢
istry of Defense BESE& 5§
has kicked off the
largest military-
sports relay in the
history of the na- F8
tion’s armed forces. | *
Covering 1,450 km *
across the entire I,{p‘ 5
country, the event— ¥
dedicated to Mili-
tary Sports Day—
was launched with
a ceremonial start at -
the Defense Minis-
try’s headquarters in Yerevan, the Defense Ministry said in a statement. Chief of
the General Staff of the Armed Forces, Lieutenant General Edward Asryan, deliv-

ered greetings to the participants on behalf of Defense Minister Suren Papikyan.
The relay race will conclude on May 27.
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Saryan
TEETH WHITENING %400 pourn~  \Zociis/

OPEN MON.-FRI. 10PM-6PM - SATURDAY 12AM-5PM

457 W. COLORADO ST. #201 81 8.543.0707

GLENDALE, CA 91204

The 2026 European Women’s Chess
Championship has kicked off in Ba-
tumi, Georgia.

Sixteen chess players from Arme-
nia are participating.

Mariam Mkrtchyan, Lilit Mkrtchi-
an, Polina Kobak, and Nvard Hayra-
petyan won the first round.

Elina Danielian, Sona Krkyashary-
an, Ani Avetisyan, and Anna Khacha-
tryan earned half a point.

Anahit Mkrtchyan, Anahit Murady-
an, Ani Nahapetyan, Kiti Nadanyan,

Mane Gharibyan, Lilia Danielyan,
Tamara Manukyan, and Lida Xing lost.
The championship will be played over
11 rounds in a Swiss system format.
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THE AMERICAN ARMENIAN NATIONAL SECURITY INSTITUTE

Celebrating

DINNER
THURSDAY OCT. 29, 2026

FOR SUPPORT OF
Republic of Armenia’s Sovereignty,
Independence, Democracy & Defence

PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT:
AANS|I HUMANITARIAN SUPPORT BRIGADE

3RD TRAINING IN ARMENIA

PRESENTATION OF
NEW AANSI DOCUMENTARY
AND AANSI ACTIVITIES

R.S.V.P. via email: info@aansi.oryg
For sponsorship and ticRets please call 818.241.5800 or 818.468.8117

SAVE OCT. 29 Stay tuned.
THE DATE 2026 More info to follow.
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